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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 

A very Happy New Year to you all.  I hope that 2017 will be a good year for us all.  It is PBLC ’s 35th 
Anniversary, that’s Coral, and the Committee will be planning some form of celebration to mark the 
occasion.  The very first meeting took place in June 1982 so it is likely that our celebrations will be at the 
AGM in July. 
 

Today we have an Extra-Ordinary Meeting to discuss the trophy criteria for our annual competition.  I do 
hope that you will be able to attend.  The agenda was published in the November Newsletter with the 
revised criteria. 
 

We have one trip already planned for 2017, a visit to Blandford Fashion Museum for a private viewing of 
the lace they have in store.  The date booked is Wednesday 10 May, see more details and cost later in 
this Newsletter. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 

WHAT IS HAPPENING AT TODAY’S MEETING 
 

 Our supplier is Claire’s Lace 

 The Extra-Ordinary Meeting will start promptly at 2.30 pm and finish at 3.00 pm 

 Our Speaker is Jane Boyle from ‘AboutFace’, our charity for this year.  Her talk will start at 
3.15pm 

 Jenny Harris will be collecting names and money for the trip to the Blandford Fashion Museum 

 Linda Burn will have a sheet for you to add a suggestion for our 2018/19 charity 

 Jean Organ will be taking names and money for our Charity Bobbins. 
 
ABOUTFACE CHARITY BOBBINS 2016/17 
 
Again this month we are taking names and money 
for our charity bobbins.  The wood bobbin cost £5.40 
and the bone cost £8.30.  One pound from each 
bobbin will be donated to our charity so I do hope 
that you will wish to purchase one.  After today’s 
meeting I will send the order to Stuart Johnson and 
as Stuart is our speaker and supplier in March, he 
will bring the bobbins to the meeting. 
 

In addition I am sure that you will be interested to know that up to the end of 2016 we had raised nearly 
£400 for this worthy charity.  This is an excellent total so far and has been boosted by the generous 
donation of Lace Equipment by Carole Swale which is being sold on our Sales Table. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
CHARITY FOR 2018/19 
 
Is there a local charity that you would like PBLC to support in 2018/19?  If so, please complete the sheet 
that Linda has at today’s meeting with details of your suggestion.  The committee would like three 
suggestions, which will be presented and voted on at this year’s AGM.  It would be appropriate if those 
that put forward a suggestion are willing to make the presentation at the AGM.  Thank you very much. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
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LACE IN DORSET, ITS HISTORY, MANUFACTURE AND USE 
 
On Tuesday 18 October at the Priest House Museum, Wimborne, Liz Pass gave 
an illustrated talk on lace in Dorset.  Seven members of PBLC joined the 
audience to support Liz and we were treated to a trip around Dorset towns, 
learning about the manufacture of lace. 
 

Liz started by covering the general history of lace in Europe before concentration 
on various towns in Dorset with an industry of bobbin lace making.  We toured 
from Blandford to Sherborne, Lyme Regis, Mappowder, Portland, Woodlands 
then back to Wimborne learning about the women who made the lace and the 
famous Dorset residents who wore it. 
 

As Liz has been booked to give the talk in our 2017/18 Programme, I do not want 
to give away too many details, but Liz did bring bobbin lace in Dorset right up to 
the 21st century by including lace designed and made by current and past members of PBLC. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There was also a display of various types of bobbin lace and photos from Liz’s collection.  Thank you Liz 
for an inspiring talk, it was well received by the audience and we look forward to you being one of our 
speakers in the next programme for 2017/18. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
VISIT TO THE BLANDFORD FASHON MUSEUM 2017 
 
A visit to Blandford Fashion Museum to view their 'Lace Collection' has been arranged for Wednesday 10 
May 2017.  We will arrive at 10.00 am to view the 'Collection'.  While pieces of the 'Collection' may not be 
handled there will be additional pieces on view that can be more closely examined. 
 

The cost may vary by 50p depending on numbers of people. £4.50 plus £1 per person is the expected 
cost. Coffee is an additional £2.00 each.  Travel will be by 'car share'. 
 

I will have a list at both the January and March meetings for people to sign up.  I will be asking you to pay 
at that time. 
Jenny Harris 
 
DECEMBER PILLOW PARTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Christmas Pillow Party was less well attended than usual as several 'regulars' were absent.  We did 
however muster a dozen members (regular or Baker's, I'm not sure which). 
 

The chat flowed as much as usual and, as there were fewer of us, it was often general rather than small 
groups. The lace being made was varied as always, much of it with a Christmas theme.  When teatime 
came, we were overwhelmed – a feast of mince pies, cakes and the most delicious Stollen. 
 

An enjoyable time was had by all who attended and I think more lace per head was made than is often 
done, certainly by me!  Here's to the 4 February and more members attending. 
Margaret Cormack 

 



PBLC DEMONSTRATION AT POOLE LIBRARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over the Christmas period, three homes were adorned with Christmas 
baubles proudly made by the young hands of Ashton, Eloise and 
Grace under the expert guidance of Margaret and Sheila during 
PBLC's Christmas session at Poole Central Library.  Perhaps these 
baubles will be cherished for years to come? 
 

Margaret had organised the patterns and sparkling threads for the 
'Have-a-Go' pillows along with the baubles, while Sheila helped with 
winding bobbins and setting up ready for the day's activities. 
 

A festive display of members' lace was mounted at the entrance where 
Pat and Maureen sat making a colourful lace bangle and fine Honiton 
lace respectively.  They did a good job of enticing passers-by to try 
their hands at making bobbin lace.  With lots of news to catch up on as 
we made our lace, the hours flew by.  There was also the visit of the 
'Tatting man'. 
 

So it is with grateful thanks to Sheila Herridge, Pat Jenkins, Maureen 
Walsby along with Margaret Eaglestone for bringing their lace and 
giving up their day at such a busy time of the year.  Thanks also to Pat 
Gilbertson, Beryl Millard and Liz Pass for their contributions to the 
display. 
 

May you spend many happy hours at your pillows in 2017. 
Jean Organ 
Thank you Jean for organising the demonstration. 
 
BRUGES IN A DAY! 
 
On Friday 9 December I, along with five friends, set sail from 
Southampton on a mini cruise on the Queen Victoria to Zeebrugge.  
From there we were going to spend the day in Bruges.  So it was a 
first on both counts – cruising and visiting Bruges. 
 

We docked early on Saturday morning and arrived in Bruges by 
10am.  Cruise members made the trip to Bruges for various 
reasons.  High on the list were probably the Christmas markets, the 
chocolate shops (of which there were vast numbers) and the 
chance to sample Belgian beer.  I don't think many went on a lace 
trail so my friend and I had a clear run!  It was interesting that the 
guide had directed me to 'a fine lace shop' which in fact was full of 
manufactured lace.  Luckily (intrepid traveller that I am) I had two 
aces up my sleeve.  The first was the advice from a PBLC 
committee member to find and photograph the lace map displayed 
by the canal so that I could illustrate this article.  The second was 
Eve's wonderfully detailed account of her week long stay in Bruges 
published in the September Newsletter. 
 

Bruges is quite a small place and with the aid of the street maps 
we'd been given we were able to locate the large lace map.  It was 

 

 

Lace Map of Bruges 



situated next to the canal as you walk in the direction of the 
fish market.  We then made our way to the Markt where the 
centre had been made into a skating rink in the middle of the 
Christmas market stalls.  From there we walked to Rococo in 
Wollestraat - it is a lovely shop where lacemaking 
demonstrations are held upstairs. 
 

We then looked at the plethora of modern shops that run 
down Stoonstraat.  It was very busy not only with cruise 
travellers but lots of French visitors as well as citizens of 
Bruges.  When we had sustained ourselves with hot chocolate 
we came back to the centre and visited Scharlaeken in 
Philipstockstraat where I bought some lovely multi coloured 
bobbins. 
 

Our final destination was the Wool shop on Predikherenstraat.  
It was just as Eve had described it, 'an Aladdin's cave’ of 
many yarns, embroidery and sewing materials.  The 'scary 
lady' turned out to be a real sweetie as she told us how she 
knitted socks all year round to sell during the winter.  I bought 
a beautifully patterned pair and learned that the span of your 
fist was the same as your foot size!  As you can see she was 
happy to pose for a photo with Margaret, my travelling 
companion.  Quite how she finds anything in the shop is truly 
amazing.  She is 78 and says that she doesn't think of retiring 
as she has no family to take over the shop. 
 

Our stay in Bruges was short but we certainly saw a great 
deal.  We had to keep on the go as the weather was rather 
grey and cold.  Nevertheless both Margaret and I decided we 
would like to revisit Bruges in the spring when the days are milder and longer.  Then we would be able to 
sample more of the Belgian cherry beer which was utterly divine and aim to visit the Kantcentrum.  I am 
not sure we feel the same about doing more cruising but that's another story! 

 

My sincere thanks again to Eve for her detailed guide to 
finding lace and crafts in Bruges. 
Linda Burn 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS 
 
Friday 13 January  Auction at Cottees Auction Ltd. On this day there is to be an auction  
     that is to include costume fabric and antique lace.  It might                                           
     be of interest to PBLC members. Cottees is a local auction house situated in 
     Mannings Heath Road , BH21 4NQ.  The sale items can be viewed on line  
     before the actual sale. 
 
Saturday 25 February  Wessex Lacemakers’ Lace Fayre, Holiday Inn, Taunton, just off   
     Junction 25 of the M5 
 
Saturday 11 March    Newbury Bobtails Lacemakers, Chievely Village Hall, £4 entry. 
      Large car park. Details from Mrs M Gardner 01491 836884 
 
Saturday 18 March  The 31st Weald Lace Fair, Collyer's Sixth Form College, Hurst Road,  
     Horsham, West Sussex RH12 2EJ. Open 10am – 3pm. 
       Entrance £3. Details from Jenny Hudson 01798 873279 
 
Saturday 1 April    South Oxfordshire Lace Day , Benson Parish Hall, £4.50 entry. 
     Details from Mrs Jan Gilbert 01844 281655 

 

Rococo, Wollestraat 

 

Lady in 
the Wool 
Shop with 
Margaret 



EDITORIAL 
 
I hope the Christmas break was enjoyable for all members.  With the start of the new year many of you will 
be beginning to think of new lace projects  to undertake, hopefully for the two upcoming competitions.  The 
first is the annual PBLC competition held in the summer.  The criteria for the awarding of trophies is the 
subject of our Extra-Ordinary Meeting today.  The theme of this year's competition is 'Contrast' and entries 
should be ready to hand in at the meeting in May.  The second competition is held on our annual Lace 
Day which will be on Saturday 3 June where the speaker, Jean Julier, will be talking about 'Japanese 
Embroidery and Beading'.  The competition is entitled 'Lace with Beads'. 
 

I am grateful to all those people who have submitted pieces for inclusion in this edition of the newsletter. 
Having recently become a member of The Lace Guild I was pleased to have the October issue waiting for 
me on my return from Spain.  I thought it was a very readable issue.  One article that particularly caught 
my eye was the Community piece 'Endangered Craft'.  It is certainly worth a read and I wondered if any 
PBLC members had any views?  With the importance of lace teachers highlighted in this article we send 
our warmest wishes for a speedy recovery to Dorothy Watson who has been unwell over recent months.  
Get well soon Dorothy. 
 

Our next Pillow Party will be on Saturday 4 February.  It would be great if there were more members who 
are able to come along and join in – our lives are increasingly frenetic but that just might be the reason to 
attend.  Three hours of quiet lacemaking and chat.  The next full meeting is on Saturday 4 March.  It 
promises to be fantastic as Stuart Johnson is the supplier and he is giving a talk entitled 'Ramblings of a 
Bobbin Maker'. 
 

Any items for the March Newsletter need to reach me by Friday 17 February.  
 

With all good wishes for the New Year and Happy Lacemaking. 
Linda Burn 


