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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 
Thank you so much for your support during another busy year for PBLC.  This year we celebrate 35 years 
since PBLC was formed and we will be celebrating the occasion tonight.  There are currently four 
members who were amongst the first twenty to join, Dorothy Brown, Ann Bray, Pat Gilbertson, and Betty 
Wilson.  Dorothy will be presenting the Competition Awards, Ann will be cutting the Celebration Cake, Pat 
will be toasting 35 years of PBLC and we also hope to have a photograph around the cake of these four 
founder members. 
 

As last year I have compiled a photographic review of the year and it will be running before the AGM.  
This will give you an opportunity to see what happened at the meetings and events during the year, if you 
were not able to attend.  
  

Congratulations to all those who entered this year’s annual competition ‘Contrast’ – a full list of awards is 
given later in this Newsletter. 
 

Your membership renewal to PBLC is due soon and the application form will be attached to the 
September Newsletter.  One of the questions you are asked on the application form is whether you would 
like your Newsletter via email or a paper copy.  For you to make an informed decision as last year I am 
emailing out an electronic version of this Newsletter to all those who have an email address.  This will give 
you an opportunity to decide for 2017/18 which you would prefer – paper or electronic copy.  Those who 
normally pick up a paper copy at the meeting will, of course, still be able to do so today. 
  

I have received a letter from Jane Boyle at Aboutface thanking PBLC for its very generous donation, see 
later in this Newsletter.  An amount of £734 was a significant increase from usual.  It was boosted by the 
opportunity last year to sell Carol Swale’s unwanted lace equipment and accessories on the Sales Table.  
Carol asked that the proceeds should go to our current charity.   
  

Enjoy the summer break and if you have a few spare hours do consider coming along to demonstrate at 
the various venues where PBLC has been invited this summer, see later in the Newsletter.  
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
WHAT IS HAPPENING AT TODAY’S MEETING 
 

 Presentation of bobbins to last year’s winners 

 Presentation of trophies and certificates to this year’s winners 

 Photographic Review of the Year  

 Coral Anniversary Celebrations 

 AGM and Charity for 2018-19 

 Jean Organ will be collecting names of volunteers to demonstrate at various venues during the 
 summer 

 Margaret Eaglestone will be taking names of those who would like to go to the Lace Exhibition at 
 The Bath Fashion Museum 

 
NEXT YEAR’S PROGRAMME 
 
Just to let you know in advance that the September Meeting is on Friday 1 September.  Your programme 
card will be available at the September meeting. 
Your Committee  
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SALES TABLE—BERYL MAW'S BINCHE LACE PUBLICATION 
 
 
Beryl has given 10 copies of her book ‘A snowy Spring Day in my 
Garden’ for sale on the Sales Table from September.  She has 
reduced the cost of the book to just £10.  Beryl has just a few copies 
left so don’t delay if you want one. 
Ruth Oldridge 
 

 
 

 

 

 

NEWLIFE—PBLC’S CHARITY FOR 2017—18 
 
There are now around one million disabled and terminally ill children in the UK.  Thousands of them rely 
on Newlife to get the equipment they need, equipment that has often been refused by the statutory 
services or the delays in provision mean that the child will suffer unnecessarily.  Newlife runs the only fast 
track equipment services in the UK helping those children in urgent need.  Childhood cancers, birth 
defects, accidents, diseases and infections can all cause our precious babies, children, and young people 
to face lifelong challenges.  It happens to dozens of children and their families every day. 
 

Newlife knows that local people want to help local children, so they guarantee that every penny donated or 
raised in Dorset will help provide vital equipment that will change the lives of disabled children in our 
county.  Not only do they guarantee this, they will tell us exactly how our donation or fundraising has made 
a difference to a local disabled child. 
 

Newlife have already helped 129 children in Dorset, spending £162,096 for their equipment.  At the 
moment there is an urgent need to purchase equipment for two children in Dorset and £1784 has to be 
raised.   
 

PBLC will be helping these and other children in Dorset over the next twelve months.  You can do this by  
buying raffles tickets and our special charity bobbins, made by Stuart Johnson.  Samples of the bobbins 
will be available at the November and January meetings. 
 

For more information about our charity go to the website http://www.newlifecharity.co.uk  From there you 
can select Dorset and read about the children Newlife has supported in our county. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
BATH FASHION MUSEUM TRIP 
 
At today’s meeting there will be another chance for you to sign up 
for the trip on Wednesday 4 October to view the ‘Lace in Fashion’ 
exhibition at Bath Fashion Museum.  There are already more than 
enough members willing to drive and so there are still four more 
place available. 
 

The Museum is housed in the Assembly Rooms, which can be 
viewed when not in use.  There is a café within the Assembly 
Rooms serving hot and cold beverages, sandwiches and cakes. 
 

Ticket prices are £9 for Adults and £8 for Seniors.  With a 
contribution to the driver for travel expenses, the whole trip, 
excluding lunch, should be less than £20.00. 
 

We would arrange timings for the day so that all the travelling takes 
place during daylight hours.  More information about the exhibition 
can be found on the website  https://www.fashionmuseum.co.uk  
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Cream silk gauze Madras lace 

 

https://www.fashionmuseum.co.uk/


THANK YOU FROM ‘ABOUTFACE’ 
 

PBLC VISIT TO STOUR LACEMAKERS 
 
On Saturday 13 May a band of intrepid PBLC members 
ventured into deepest Dorset on a quest to find a place to 
make lace.  Actually six of us went to Manston Parish Hall 
at the invitation of Stour Lacemakers.  The venue is light 
and airy with views across fields, but no cows this year.  
The welcome was, as always, warm; coffee and tea with 
home-made biscuits were on offer so we settled 
ourselves to the task.  It was debatable if that was to 

make lace or catch up on 
a year’s news! 
 

Several of the Stour 
ladies were working on a 
group project of Russian 
Tape flowers.  The variation in colour combinations making them all so 
different.  There was a display board with last year's themed lace 'The 
Four Seasons' and we all participated in the raffle. 
 

As in previous years tea time bought home made cakes, the highlight 
being a Bakewell tart made by Ruth.  Again PBLC members came away 
having had a great day and bearing prizes from the raffle! 
 

Let's hope we are invited again next year.  It's an event not to be missed 
especially if there is Bakewell tart again. 
Jenny Harris 
 
 
 

 

 

 



PBLC VISIT TO THE BLANDFORD FASHION MUSEUM 
 
Our trip to Blandford's Museum of Fashion took place on Wednesday 10 May a gloriously bright and 
sunny day.  Members met outside at 10.00am and had coffee 
and shortbread in the tearoom before going upstairs to listen 
to our talk and take a closer look at the lace. 
 

The talk was given by Stella Walker who is the Costume 
Manager at the museum.  She gave us an introduction by way 
of a potted history of how the museum has become the 
institution it is today.  As most of you know the present 
collection is an amalgamation of costumes from Betty Penny's 
Cavalcade of Costume, created in the 1950s, and items from 
the Blandford Fashion Museum.  In the early part of the new 
century, when taking Betty's catwalk of costume on the road 
became too difficult, a benefactor stepped forward and 
purchased the delightful eighteenth century cottage that 

houses the museum today in the 
centre of Blandford.  It was then necessary to gain accreditation which, in the 
initial instance, meant passing endless tests and took five years of paperwork.  
At last that first accreditation was awarded and has to be updated every three 
years. Gaining accreditation is ongoing and a vital part of the museum's 
mission.  It means that a conservator checks all the exhibits and how they are 
stored.  The museum's next accreditation is due in 2019. 
 

After this introduction which showed how expensive it is to maintain such a 
museum, Stella told us that the storage of lace is very important.  It is placed 
and packed in tissue and calico then rolled.  Silk is also treated in this way as 
it must not be folded.  Around the room, on two tables at the front and a long 
table at the back, were a selection of exhibits from the museum's lace 
collection.  There were several shawls, hats and collars some of which had 
been dated by Ann Bray in the early days. 
 

What was so interesting, from our point of view, was having Eve Morton and 
Liz Pass 'on the case' as it were and they were able to offer lots of opinions 
on a variety of pieces - much to Stella's pleasure.  We had fun with one 
particular piece of Brussels Duchesse that both Eve and Liz were able to date 
by the lace and Stella was able to date by the style of the piece.  Another 

interesting activity was trying to decide which pieces were handmade and which of those were machine 
made lace.  We saw a shawl that consisted of a fine chain stitch on stretched lace.  Eve thought that this 
was very probably done on a Cornelli machine in the late nineteenth century. 
 

After studying the lace at close quarters we were able to look around the museum at will.  As there is 
always plenty to do in the museum it is closed to the public on Sunday, Tuesday and Wednesday so we 
were the only people there.  Two or three rooms are changed every year and exhibits are usually 
displayed for a maximum of two years. 

 

This visit was super.  It is a lovely local museum 
that is a little gem so if you haven't ever been or 
indeed haven't been for a few years I can 
thoroughly recommend a visit. 
Linda Burn 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  



LACE DAY 2017 
 
Saturday 3 June was a fine PBLC Lace Day held at St. George's.  The day was well supported with 
visitors coming from CLS, North Downs Lacemakers, Yately, Stour Lacemakers as well as some 45 
members of PBLC.  The suppliers were there to provide any lacemaking needs as well as general craft 
supplies as well.  Chris Parsons had a variety of stunning bobbins and had made a lovely one to mark this 
year's Lace Day; CJ Beaders provided a multitude of beads; Gavand Supplies bought lace and general 
craft items; Harlequin were selling several superb lace kits as well as general lace supplies and Wellhead 
Books had lots of used and new craft and lace books.  All of the suppliers were most 
generous in donating prizes for our raffle which raised a staggering £91.50. 

 

The day was one of lace making by some and lots of chat 
from pretty well all participants!  The large hall had been set 
up with the back end laid out with tables and chairs so that 
people could make lace, if they wished, while the front was 
set up with chairs and a display in preparation for the 
afternoon talk.  There were ten Lace Day competition 
entries, the title of which was ‘Lace with Beads’.  Beryl 
Millard won the award for the best technical entry with her 
stunning ring pillow and Margaret Eaglestone's pink and 
silver necklace won the prize for the piece of lace people 
would most like to take home. 
 

At very late notice our original speaker, Jean Julier, who was due to speak on Japanese Embroidery, was 
unable to attend due to ill health.  We were delighted to welcome Liz Pass in her stead who gave a talk on 

Lace in Dorset.  Her talk was very informative as was the 
display that illustrated it and it was lovely that all of her 
resources were on show all day so that people could look at 
her examples at leisure. 
 

The Lace Guild's attendance at our Lace Day is always a big 
plus and this year was no exception.  Clare Lewis bought 
with her various Lace Guild publications, the 2018 calendar, 
past copies of The Lace Guild magazines plus some new 
and antique bobbins - all for sale.  Probably the thing that 
was the real talking point was her display entitled ‘DOES 
ANYBODY KNOW WHO DESIGNED THESE?'  The display 
consisted of three heraldic figures – a rampant lion, a griffin, 
an owl and three Tudor Roses all worked in cream linen. 
Apparently they had been found in the bottom of a filing 

cabinet at The Hollies which is the home of The Lace Guild.  Nothing 
else is known about them.  It would be great if someone did.  While 
several people offered suggestions regarding the possible date of 
the pieces and the type of lace used, I don't think anyone knew 
anything definitive.  Have a look at the photo maybe YOU do! 
 

At the end of the day Celia and David Hodges, volunteers from our 
charity AboutFace, came to receive a cheque from Jenny Harris who 

had put forward this charity.  We 
were happy to give them the 
sum of £734. They were 
delighted and grateful to receive 
such a fantastic sum and said 
that the money would be used to help pay for a new roof on their 
house in Longfleet Road close to Poole Hospital. 
 

It was a thoroughly enjoyable Lace Day and members of the 
committee were pleased to receive such positive feedback as 
attendees left at the end of the day. 
Ruth Oldridge and Penny Stevenson 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Beryl’s winning piece 

Margaret’s winning 
piece 

 

Liz with her display for Lace in Dorset 

Celia and David from AboutFace 
with Jenny 

 

 



PBLC COMPETITION 2017 
 
The subject for this year's competition was Contrast.  Thank you to all members of PBLC for entering.  
Here is a list of winners.  All the pieces of lace are on display this evening as are the trophies and 
certificates which will be awarded during the evening. 
 

Trophy     Title of piece     Winner            
Rose Bowl     Torchon Fan     Jenny Green 
Portman     'A Bit on the Side'    Eileen Deacon 
Lin Allen     'A Bit on the Side'    Eileen Deacon 
Needle Lace    'On the Beach'     Pam Brown 
Susan Mason    'On the Beach'     Pam Brown 
Spencer Trophy    Carrickmacross     Eve Morton 
Design Award    Carrickmacross     Eve Morton 
Bro Dowel     'To Wear or not to Wear'    Jayne Frampton 
Premier     Torchon Bookmark    Linda Burn 
The Margarets' Bobbins  Small Fan      Liz Pass 
Lacemaker     Bracelet      Shirley Pearce 
Jill Zigadas     Rosemarkie Celtic Cross   Margaret Eaglestone 
 
Bobbin Lace Certificates 
 

Silver     Lace Decorated Bag    Beryl Millard 
 

Blue      Wedding Horseshoe    Pat Jenkins 
      Lace Rectangle     Linda King 
      Blue Square     Laura Navrady Pitcher 
      Spanish Mat     Di Pemberton 
 
Needle Lace Certificates 
 

Silver     T-shirt       Jenny Green 
 

Blue      Trinket Box      Liz Pass 
 
DEMONSTRATION UPDATE 
 
Demonstration at the Visitor Centre, Hardy's Cottage 
 

Within half a mile of the busy A31 to Dorchester is Hardy Country.  On a dry day in May, the orchard is 
filled with the aroma from a sea of bluebells.  Walking up through the Thorncombe Woods brimstone 
butterflies and grass snakes are to be found while 'Heather bashers' (ponies) munch away keeping the 
undergrowth in check.  Wet weather, however, blighted the May Bank Holiday and the June celebrations 
marking Thomas Hardy's birthday when PBLC were demonstrating lace in the Visitor Centre. 
 

The recently constructed Centre houses the cafe and provides a welcome refuge from the weather.  It is 
light and airy and makes an ideal venue for spending a day making lace, chatting to interested onlookers 
and trying to tempt the reluctant onto the 'Have-a-go' pillows. 
 

Our visitors included members of the Hardy Society, the inquisitive, a Frenchman and one lady who is 
currently being taught by the renowned lacemaker, Ann Collier.  There was the odd request to ''Keep your 
hands moving'' whilst a photo was taken.  The 'Have-a-go' pillows provided a distraction for youngsters 
such as a five year old waiting for his hot chocolate to cool; and three brothers waiting for their 
sandwiches - the sticky fingers of the youngest tugged at the bobbins on my pillow!  Having 'lost' the rest 
of her family, a fourteen year old pupil from BSG (Bournemouth School for Girls) managed to work 
competently on her own.  It is fascinating how youngsters have no qualms about trying out lacemaking but 
adults are much more bashful.  Only one lady was prepared to have a go but no sooner had she sat down 
than she was summoned away for lunch by a more mature female voice. 
Would you like to join us?  Demonstrations are on the first Monday of the month: 7 August 2017 (Bank 
Holiday) and 4 September 2017. 
 
Demonstration at Avon Heath Country Fair, St Ives 
 

PBLC has been invited to demonstrate at the Country Fair at Avon Heath Country Park on Saturday 15 
and Sunday 16 July 2017 from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm. If there are enough members available on the day 
then it will be possible to also have a look around the fair for free whilst the others are demonstrating. 
 
 
 
 



Dorset Arts and Crafts (DACA) Demonstration and Display 
 

Demonstration:  PBLC will be demonstrating at DACA from Friday 4 August to Tuesday 8 August. 
There are a few empty slots on the rota so if you haven't put your name down yet for demonstrating you 
are still welcome to join us for an afternoon and/or morning. 
 

Display:     The theme for the display is 'Shades of Pink'. That is a hint of pale pink, through 
shocking pink and coral, to magenta or cherry. So a piece of lace with a pale pink gimp, a 3-D pink rose, a 
picture of a fuchsia, a salmon pink fish, or even lace for a coral or ruby anniversary would all be 
acceptable. Your lace is eagerly awaited. 
 

          Event:     Dorset Arts and Crafts, Purbeck School, Wareham 
          Date:       Friday 4 to Tuesday 8  August 2017 
          Time:       10.00 am to 1.30 pm and/or 1.30 pm to 5.00 pm 
          Display:   'Shades of Pink' 
 

Lace for display is requested before Wednesday 2 August 2017.  If you can help with any of the above 
mentioned demonstrations please contact me at the AGM, at Needle Lace or by email:. 
Jean Organ 
 
EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS 
 
Friday – Tuesday             The Dorset Arts and Crafts Association Exhibition: The Purbeck School 
4 – 8 August                     Worgret Road, Wareham, BH20 4PF. 10 am to 5 pm except on Tuesday 
                                         when it is 10 am to 4 pm. Website: www.dorsetartsandcrafts.org 
 

Sunday 17 Sept               Canford Needlework Festival: Hamworthy Recreation Club, Magna Road, 
                                         BH21 3AP. 10 am to 4 pm.  Admission £3 and plenty of car parking. 
                                         www.canfordneedlework.co.uk 
 

Saturday 30 Sept.            North Downs Lace Day: Yately School, School Lane, Yately, Hants GU46 
                                         6NW. 10.30 am to 4 pm. Tickets £6.00. Please bring your own lunch. 
                                         Website: www.northdownslacemakers.org.uk 
 

Thursday – Monday         All Ways Threads Group  will be exhibiting their work called 'Coastal 
19 -30 October                Reflections' in The Gallery Upstairs, Upton House. 10 am to 4 pm. 
                                        Website: www.allwaysthreads.co.uk 
 

Saturday 18 Nov             Southern Counties Lacemakers and Needlecraft Fair, Havant. More   
                                        details in the September Newsletter. 
 
EDITORIAL 
 
It seems as if it has been a busy time for PBLC admin recently with collecting contributions for the July 
newsletter and learning the ropes of being the competition secretary.. I am very grateful to Jenny Green 
who has been my 'go to' person when I haven't understood something relating to the competition process. 
Thank you to all those members who submitted an entry for this year's competition.  Next year, as we 
enter 2018, the theme of the competition is 'Remembrance'.  There are many thing that would fit the brief - 
crosses, flowers especially forget-me-knots and poppies, photograph frames and lace inserts in brooches 
and lockets to name a few.  In truth, the field is wide open to interpretation.  We are fortunate to have such 
a variety of awards that have been donated over the years and it was appropriate that this year members 
had the opportunity to add another – The Spencer Trophy for Needlelace, as well as clarify the criteria for 
each award.  This year twelve out of the sixteen trophies have been awarded to nine recipients.  It would 
be a great achievement if, next year, all the trophies could be awarded.  Please think about entering the 
competition next year and keep me really busy in May/June 2018! 
 

Gathering to celebrate our Coral Anniversary is a way of getting past and present members together as 
well as the young and not so young.  It is a testament to the resilience of our lacemaking community. 
Many members meet here at PBLC, many attend classes and self help groups to improve and maintain 
their skills and still others attend other lace groups.  We are a diverse and interesting bunch with making 
lace as the ultimate goal.  Long may it continue! 
 

Our next meeting is on Friday 1 September at 7 pm when the speaker will be Helen Walker who will be 
giving a talk on 'Ellen Terry and Henry Irving's Theatre Costumes'.  Items for the September 
newsletter should be with me by Monday 21 August. 
Linda Burn   


