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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 
May again is my opportunity to edit the Newsletter with Linda away in Spain.  There is a lot happening at 
today’s meeting and I do hope that you have brought along your entry tonight for the Annual Competition.  
With new criteria the competition has been opened up and both bobbin and needle lace pieces are 
eligible for many of the trophies.  Linda, our Competition Secretary, is hoping for an increased entry.   
 

As there is no supplier at tonight’s meeting, we are hoping for a plentiful Sales Table, so that you can 
spend your money there instead. 
 

Lace Day tickets and lunch bags are on sale again, so do please buy your tickets and if you are able to 
advertise the Lace Day in a local shop, library etc, please take a flyer or two from the Noticeboard table. 
 

This year is our 35th (Coral) Anniversary and we will celebrate the occasion at the July Meeting in 
addition to the presentation of awards for the Annual Competition and AGM.  The agenda for the AGM is 
attached to the back of this Newsletter; minutes of last year’s meeting and the Extra-Ordinary Meeting 
were sent out with September 2016 and March 2017 Newsletters respectively.  If you would like to include 
an item under AOB for this year’s agenda please would you send it in writing to the Secretary, Jenny 
Harris, by Friday 23 June.  Thank you. 
 

We welcome a new member, Christine Thake, who joined PBLC in April. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 

WHAT IS HAPPENING AT TODAY’S MEETING 
 

 Our speakers are Hazel Wilson and Jenny Lynwood talking about ‘Sisters’ 

 Jean Organ will have a list for you to sign if you are interested in going to the Bath Fashion 
Museum to view the Lace Exhibition, and also a rota for demonstrating at DACA 

 Penny Stevenson will have Lace Day tickets for you to purchase  

 Margaret Eaglestone will have the remainder of the ordered Charity Bobbins  

 Our display is 3D Lace 
 
CHARITY FOR 2018/19 
 
At the AGM you will have an opportunity to vote for one of the three charities that will be presented. 
 

They are:- 
  

John Thornton Young Achievers Foundation (JTYAF) - John was a pupil at Ferndown Middle School.  
He was killed in Afghanistan at the age of 23.  His parents set up the charity in his memory to enable 
young people to aspire to a dream.  For more information go to www.jtyaf.org 
 

Coda Music Trust - Coda is based at a converted Victorian dairy farm near Christchurch, on the Dorset/
Hampshire border. The trust believes in the power of music to transform lives.  They try to help everyone 
through music, using it as a tool for personal and social change to reach the most vulnerable people in 
the community.  For more details go to www.coda.org.uk 
 

My Time - My Time a charity that cares for young carers, enabling respite, time and adventure breaks at 
their outdoor centre in the Isle of Purbeck.  They provide essential life skills for young carers, encouraging 
them to get outdoors, be active, while making new friends.  For more details go to 
www.mytimecharity.co.uk/ 
Margaret Eaglestone 
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LACE DAY SATURDAY 3 JUNE 
 
Another reminder about Lace Day this year and a little information about our speaker, 
Jean Julier.  Jean said that after seeing a small embroidery exhibition at The 
Alexandra Palace Show in 1991, she started to study Japanese Embroidery in 1992, 
and qualified as a teacher from the Japanese Embroidery Center in Atlanta Georgia in 
1996.  She has travelled back to Atlanta many times for further teaching, and has also 
studied at their workshop at Kurenai Kai in Japan.  She is also a qualified teacher in 
Japanese Beading.  Jean’s talk is entitled ‘Japanese Embroidery and Beading’.  Her 
work is exquisite and I am sure that she will bring along a wide selection of her pieces 
for us to see.  To complement her talk the committee has chosen the title for this 
year’s Lace Day Competition to be ‘Lace with Beads’.  Entry to the competition is £1 
per item. 
 

The timing of the day is as last year, 10.30 am to 4.00 pm and the venue is St George ’s Hall.   Again this 
year Laura Navrady Pitcher has agreed to make up lunch bags with a choice of sandwiches, fruit, cake or 
crisps. The cost of the lunch bags remains at £4.00.  Tea, coffee, squash and biscuits are available for 
most of the day at a cost of 30p per cup. 
  

We really hope to see you there, the talk should be fascinating and there will be an opportunity for you to 
purchase a wide selection of lace threads and accessories as well as bringing your own lace pillow and 
continuing with your latest project.  If you have a lace stand then please bring it along just in case there is 
a shortage of tables. 
 

Ticket price remains at Adults - £4.50 prior to the day, or £5.00 on the day and Juniors - £1.  Penny 
Stevenson will be selling the tickets prior to the day so please give your completed form and money for 
both tickets and lunches to Penny.  The deadline for ordering lunch bags is Friday 12 May. 
 

With an even smaller committee than last year, we need your help with serving tea/coffee during the day.  
Please sign up for just one hour during the day.  We will have a list and will be asking for volunteers at the 
May meeting. 
 

Two of our suppliers, Gavand Lace and Craft Supplies, www.gavand.co.uk, and CJ Beaders, 
www.cjbeaders.com, have asked whether anyone would like anything specific, if so to let the committee 
know.  Their websites are included so you may have a look at what they sell.   
  

Thank you 
Your Committee 
 
BATH FASHION MUSEUM TRIP 
 
At today’s meeting there will be chance for you to sign up for the trip on Wednesday 4 October to view the 
‘Lace in Fashion’ exhibition at Bath Fashion Museum.  As I 
explained in the March Newsletter, after investigating the various 
forms of travel it was decided by the committee that it would be 
best to go by car and ask for members to volunteer to drive.  Linda 
Burn and I have already agreed to drive but we do need others to 
volunteer especially from the Poole area.  If you are willing to drive, 
please indicate on the sheet.  There is a very convenient Park and 
Ride at Odd Down just south of Bath and the bus would take us 
into the centre near the railway station.  From there it is a short 
walk, uphill, to the Museum or alternatively a bus ride. 
 

The Museum is housed in the Assembly Rooms, which can be 
viewed when not in use.  There is a café within the Assembly 
Rooms serving hot and cold beverages, sandwiches and cakes. 
 

Ticket prices are £9 for Adults and £8 for Seniors.  There is a small 
discount for groups of 20 or more.  With a contribution to the driver 
for travel expenses, the whole trip, excluding lunch, should be less 
than £20.00. 
 

We would arrange timings for the day so that all the travelling takes 
place during daylight hours.  More information can be found on the 
website  https://www.fashionmuseum.co.uk  
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
 
 

 

Another piece of 
Jean’s Embroidery 

 

Cream silk gauze Madras lace 
wedding dress, ca. 1829  

https://www.fashionmuseum.co.uk/


LACE LAUFARJI MASKS AT CERKNO MUSEUM 
 

A short drive from the Slovenian capital Ljubljana is Cerkno.  Its Museum hosts a 
collection of fine Slovenian Lace and also the life-sized costumes and masks of the 
Laufarji (Runners).  In 2016, the museum mounted a special exhibition of the 
Laufarji masks interpreted in lace. 
 

Each of the 25 Laufarji characters represents a human characteristic or peculiarity, 
or a social or professional group, e.g. Drunkard, Scabby Man, Gentleman and Lady, 
and the Inn Keeper.  Some of the Laufarji date from pre-Christian times.  At the 
traditional spring carnival, the Laufarji chase away the Winter, settle everything bad 
from the previous year and bring forth Spring making a new beginning possible for 
the locals.  The central character Pust represents Winter and everything bad that 
has occurred in the previous 12 months. 
 

The Laufarji masks are carved from the lime wood 
except one made from calf skin.  In the New Year, the 
costumes are repaired then the costumes and masks 

are donned by the Laufarji Society Members for the spring procession through 
Cerkno and the surrounding villages.  Locals supply delicacies to the Laufarji 
who in return will ensure a good harvest for the householders.  After a mock 
trial, Pust is ‘executed’ allowing Spring to arrive and the land to bear fruit 

again. 

 

To celebrate the 60th anniversary of the restoration 
of the Laufarji celebrations, following an absence of 
42 years (1914 to 1956), it was decided to interpret the masks in lace.  It took 
two years to design and decide how to interpret the masks, then, over a period 
of 9 months, 21 Cerkno lace makers worked the lace images of the Laufarji 
masks.  The lace masks are worked mainly in cotton embellished with linen, 
wool, mohair, raffia, and small amounts of textiles.  The lace images of Pust, 
Spruce Man and the Inn Keeper are favourites of mine.  
Jean Organ 
 

 
MALCOLM DOWN AND OTHER GENTLEMEN OF PBLC 
 
I first meet Malcolm when I took over Shain Luscombe's class when she moved back to Wales for her 
husband’s work.  Malcolm was a quiet gentleman who with his wife fostered young children in need of 
care.  He quickly became an excellent lacemaker and enjoyed tackling large Bucks Point projects, that he 
worked with great skill.  I know all of us who knew him will miss talking over his current piece of work 
encouraging him on to the next. 
 

While l was thinking of Malcolm three other lace chaps came to mind, all of them PBLC members. 
 

George Holland 
 

Always known as Mr Holland, George came from Wareham and had been in the Navy as a young man 
working as a radio operator.  He was retired and about 80 when he joined my class, he quickly became a 
very good lacemaker working Bucks Point to a high standard, he also made beautiful crochet cloths. 
 

He loved being in a class of ladies, and sometimes when the class fell quiet he would tell us one of his 
little stories that always had a slightly risqué ending which, of course, sent us all in to fits of laughter: never 
a dull class with Mr Holland.  
 

Les Bower 
 

Les was the perfect gentleman and an ex-guardsman.  He loved his golf and with his wife made beautiful 
corn dollies.  He took a great interest in everyone’s lace and was a good lacemaker himself working a 
lovely golfer in Bucks Point. 
 

Frank Lewis 
 

Frank was in his late 70s when he joined the class, and enjoyed working cross stitch pictures that he often 
brought in to class to show us.  He quickly took to lace, working the more unusual pieces that he did with 
care.  He often travelled to class in his mobility scooter that he drove on the roads and could be found in 
Tesco most weeks doing his weekly shop.  
 

Happy memories of four very different chaps but who shared our love of lace and gave us all great 
pleasure.  
Dorothy Brown 

 

Pust 

 

Spruce Tree Man 

 

The Innkeeper 



WITHOF LACE WORKSHOP IN BRISTOL 
 
Ever since I was introduced to Withof lace, I found it a very interesting and enjoyable lace, very different to 
what I had experienced so far.  Last November, I discovered that Yvonne Scheele-Kerkhof gave a series 
of workshops in the UK every year, so I was keen to find out more.  Through her website, I took note that 
she was teaching in Cheltenham and Bristol in the early spring, so I booked myself on a workshop in 
Bristol for the weekend 4-5 March 2017.  
 

Yvonne Scheele-Kerkhof was part of the initial team with Sister Judith to experiment with the Duchesse 
techniques and this is how Withof lace was borne.  The lace was called 
“Withof” in 1985, naming it after Sister Judith’s convent.   Its most recognised 
features are the “rolling” of edges, different ways to make scrolls and 
changing motifs.  Over the years, Yvonne continued to experiment and 
further developed the techniques. 
 

At the workshop, there was a display of work from her recent two books, 
showing some beautiful examples of 3-dimensional lace (mainly flower work) 
as well as some Asian (sometimes mythical) birds and animals (some of 
which are in colour).  It is a real inspiration and it shows that there are 
endless possibilities with this type of lace. 

 

I was very excited that finally the weekend of the workshop had arrived and after an early rise to drive up 
to Bristol, I arrived well in time at the course venue.  We were about a dozen ladies from all ages and from 
across the south-west and most of them were much more experienced in Withof lace than I was!  Some 
were working on larger pieces from Yvonne’s books, others on their own designs and I look forward to 
arriving at a similar level of knowledge. 
 

For me, the goal of the workshop was to do a leaf with a vein, as well as the finishing scroll.  In my last 
piece in Withof lace, I struggled with the scroll so having a demonstration 
from Yvonne would surely clarify what I had been doing wrong… and it did. 
 

The first day, Yvonne gave me one of her own little designs and I managed 
to make a starting scroll that ended in a leaf with a rolled nerve.  She gave 
me lots of tips on what works better and where to find the techniques in the 
book.  I was almost set homework, but in the end, I decided that I needed a 
break in the evening  The second day, I started a braid with a finishing scroll, 
and managed to get this done before it was time to wrap up.  I was left with 
instructions to finish off the piece.  The homework is challenging, but I love 
this! 
 

The two days flew by and it struck me again how different this lace is compared to the more traditional 
laces.  
  

I really enjoyed the workshop and the people attending.  I look forward to returning next year.  
Lucie Meersseman   
 
PILLOW PARTY 1 APRIL 
 

 
Seventeen enthusiastic lacemakers attended the Pillow Party at St George’s, 
Oakdale on the afternoon of April 1st.  We indulged ourselves with exotic cakes 
during the afternoon and the level of workmanship, chatter and expertise was 
unrivalled.  Eve provided a surprise revelation as one of her bobbins revealed a 
smaller version inside - not discovered previously and quite astonishing!!  In 
conclusion it was a very enjoyable gathering and our thanks go to all the committee. 
Shirley Pearce 
 
 
 

 

 

Chrysanthemum Lace 

 

Eve’s ‘Cow and 
Calf’ Bobbin 



TENERIFFE LACE 
 
In January David and I went to Tenerife.  I was aware of the existence of Teneriffe Lace before I went and 
had completed some research.  I had sourced a book ‘The Techniques of Teneriffe  
Lace’ by Alexandra Stillwell and planned to purchase it on my return.   
 

Finding examples of the lace was not easy, but whilst visiting the 
capital, Santa Cruz, I found a small shop selling various examples of 
crafts indigenous to the island and examples of the lace were on sale.  I 
bought a small piece, hoping to find more examples elsewhere.  Our 
guide book gave information about regions on the island where the lace 
was made, very few in fact!  One in particular was the village of Vilaflor, 
David and I went on a walk from there but before doing so we found the 

souvenir shop selling the rosetas - 
filigree lace rosettes.  The owner of 
the shop was demonstrating and 
all the lace sold in the shop had 
been made by her.  I just had to 
buy another larger piece. 
 

Teneriffe Lace is a needlelace and 
is very much akin to Dorset 
Buttons.  The wheel-like medallions (rosetas) are made separately 
and stitched together.  They are made on a lace wheel across which a 
web of threads is taken to and fro around pins stuck round the edge.  
Once these radial threads are in place the pattern is woven in with a 
needle.  The finished medallion is released by removing the pins   
 

Alexandra Stillwell’s book gives instructions on how to make your own 
wheel (pillow) but Liz Pass bought me a set of pins on a circular plastic frame which would make an ideal 
starting wheel for a beginner.  So with the book and wheel I made a start.  The suggested best thread for 
the medallion was Perlé 8, which was very fortunate as I had just 
bought 1 kilogram each of two colours from Ann and Tim Parker.  Ann 
and Tim are members of the Dorset Guild of Weavers, Spinners and 
Dyers and are now running the sales table at the Guild meetings so 
seeing the spools were so cheap, £5 each, I could not resist them.  I 
just knew they would come in handy one day! 
 

I started at Chapter 3 - ‘How to make a simple Medallion’.  I first made a 
wheel plan—a paper pattern which showed the position of the pins and 
had concentric circles marked to provide guidelines when working the 
embroidery.  I stuck this to my wheel.  Right, I thought, I am ready to 

start; but, no, I am left-handed, 
so I had to reflect all the 
diagrams for the stitches before I 
could start.  I have mastered the 
three basic stitches - darning in 
the centre, knot stitch and 
interlacing.  I certainly need to practise more.  Looking at the pieces 
that I purchased I think that my tension in the rounds was too tight, 
but if I make a small mat as the book suggests, I only need another 
six medallions, so plenty of practice! 
 

So that the medallion can be completed without joining any thread 
the book suggests cutting a long length, which caused some 
difficulty when working as the thread got caught on the very large 
pin heads and frequently got knotted!   
 

In the not too distant future I will have a go at making more 
medallions for my mat, and experiment with different designs, but 

before that I will try to replicate the wheels that I saw being used in Vilaflor.  I might even manage one year 
to make a piece for the annual competition! 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
 
 
 

Lace bought in Tenerife 

 

 

Lace on a Pillow 

 

My first medallion in progress 

 

My first completed medallion 



MARGARET JEANS 
 
Long standing members of P.B.L.C. will remember Margaret as a kind gentle lady and enthusiastic lace 
maker, who in her working life was a Nursing Sister.  
 

More recent members may know her as the author of “Church Lace Today”, a history of church lace with 
new designs to work for more modern times. 
 

Margaret passed away in Wells on 14 March aged 98. 
 
DEMONSTRATION AT HARDY’S BIRTHPLACE VISITOR CENTRE 
 
Author Thomas Hardy was born and bred at a thatched cottage on the edge of Thorncombe Woods a few 
miles east of Dorchester.  This cottage is now owned and run by the National Trust (NT) and visited by 
Hardy’s admirers, from home and abroad, as well as locals out for a walk.  Through the woods, near the 
car park, is the Visitor Centre/Café where PBLC will be demonstrating this Summer on the first Monday of 
the month from May to September.  If you would like to join us to demonstrate or to help support the ‘Have
-A-Go’ pillows you would be more than welcome; you might even get a chance for a walk through the 
woods to view Hardy’s Cottage or lunch at the picnic site.  The cottage and car park are free to NT 
members but parking charges are being introduced for non-NT members (£1 for 3 hours or £3 all day) so 
car share is recommended. 
 

For directions and travel arrangements, anyone wishing to demonstrate should contact Jean Organ during 
the meeting, or phone 01305 834 772 or email mj.organ@btinternet.com  
 
Venue: Hardy’s Birthplace Visitor Centre, Higher Bockhampton, near Dorchester, DT2 8QJ 
Time:  10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Dates: Monday, 1 May 2017*,  Monday, 5 June 2017,  Monday, 3 July 2017, 
  Monday, 7 August 2017**, Monday, 4 September 2017 
 

*Bank Holiday Monday      **Dorset Arts and Crafts 
Jean Organ 
 
DORSET ARTS AND CRAFTS ASSOCIATION EXHIBITION 
 
Again this year we have been invited to display and demonstrate at this prestigious exhibition from 4 to 8 
August at The Purbeck School in Wareham.  If you would like to demonstrate for a full or half day I will 
have a rota for you to sign at today’s meeting. 
Jean Organ  
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
Although we have some of our vacancies filled we are still looking for one or two more members to join 
the committee so that we can return to our full complement of nine.  So once again I am asking you to 
consider very seriously joining the committee. 
 

If there are sufficient on the committee and the roles are shared out then it is not an arduous task.  Please 
do have a word with the existing members to find out more.  Thank you. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
VISIT TO THE BLANDFORD FASHION MUSEUM  
 
Final reminder - There are nineteen of us going to the Blandford Fashion Museum on Wednesday 10 May 
to view their 'Lace Collection'.  Coffee will be served on arrival at 10.00 am, so please meet outside the 
Museum in Lime Tree House, The Plocks, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7AA at 9.50 am and we will all 
go in as a group.  Travel is by car share by yourselves.   
 
VISIT TO STOUR LACEMAKERS PILLOW PARTY DAY 
 
There is still an opportunity for more members to join this year’s visit to Stour Lacemakers Pillow Party on 
Saturday 13 May.  Please add your name to the list at today’s meeting.  Again travel will be by car share 
arranged by yourselves to arrive at 10.30 am.  The day usually runs until 4.00 pm with tea and coffee 
available all day.  Home-made cake is provided at tea time, please take your own packed lunch.  The cost 
is about £3.50 paid on arrival.  The hall is light and airy and the company is first class. 
Jenny Harris 
 

mailto:mj.organ@btinternet.com


NEXT NEWSLETTER 
 
Articles for the next Newsletter should be with the Editor, Linda Burn by Friday 9 June. 
 
EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS 
 
29 April - 4 June   Textile Textures at Walford Mill, Wimborne.  A vibrant exhibition giving 
     textiles a voice that refines surface textures and colour.   
     Website www.walfordmillcrafts.co.uk 
  
Friday - Tuesday   Living Crafts at Christchurch Priory Church, 10.00 - 16.00.  See  
5 - 10 May    local artists and craftspeople demonstrating their skills within the beautiful  
     setting of Christchurch  Priory Church in the heart of Christchurch.    
     Website www.cadarts.co.uk/ 
 
Thursday - Monday  Body of Work, Textile Artists, The Gallery Upstairs, Upton Country Park  
18 - 22 May   Tearooms, 10.00—16.30.  Website www.thegalleryupstairs.org.uk 
 
Saturday 3 June   PBLC Lace Day Details as in this newsletter 
 
Friday - Tuesday   The Dorset Arts and Crafts Association Exhibition,The Purbeck School 
4 - 8 August   Worgret Road, Wareham, BH20 4PF,10 am to 5 pm, except on Tuesday  
     when it is 10 am to 4 pm.  Website www.dorsetartsandcrafts.org  
 
Thursday - Monday  All Ways Threads Group will be exhibiting their work called 
19 - 30 October    ‘Coastal Reflection’ at Upton House.  
 

http://www.dorsetartsandcrafts.org

