
 
 

 Poole Bobbin Lace Circle 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 
Welcome back to the afternoon slot – we have a very special presentation entitled ‘Uniformly Elegant’, by 
‘Crinoline’, who will be transporting us back to the time of Jane Austen and giving us a taste of the clothes 
worn by both men and women of that period.  It promises to be a very entertaining meeting. 
 

This year we have been fortunate to have been invited to demonstrate at various new venue and there is 
still one more planned for the year on Sunday 3 December, 12 – 3 pm at Scaplen’s Court in Poole where 
we have been asked to come along and demonstrate and set up a Christmas display.  If you are able to 
give up a few hours on this Sunday afternoon, please do put your name on the list at today’s meeting.  
We will also require pieces of Christmas Lace so please look them out and give to Linda King.  
 

Finally a date for your 2018 diary—we hope to arrange another trip to the Blandford Fashion Museum on 
Wednesday 16 May to view their fans and also some recently acquired lace. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
WHAT IS HAPPENING AT TODAY’S MEETING 
 

 Crinoline will be leading us through a display of period costumes entitled ‘Uniformly Elegant’  

 Although there will be no supplier, there will still be a Sales Table 

 Today’s display is ‘Fans’ 

 Penny Stevenson will be collecting the last few membership renewal forms and insurance 
fees 

 Linda King will have the forms and sample bobbins for both our Coral Anniversary and 
Charity ‘NewLife’. 

 Linda will also have a form for you to complete if you are willing to come and demonstrate at 
Scaplen’s Court on Sunday 3 December, 12 – 3 pm 

 
COMMEMORATIVE BOBBINS 
 
Again this month you will be able to see the samples of our 
Coral Commemorative Bobbins, order and pay for them in 
advance.  They have been painted by Margaret Wall and the 
costs of the bobbins are £9 for bone and £7 for wood.   
  

I do hope that you will wish to purchase one as a reminder of this anniversary.  After this meeting I will be 
sending the order off to Margaret. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
NEWLIFE - CHARITY BOBBINS 2017/18 
 
Stuart Johnson has again designed two beautiful bobbins for 
us this year to commemorate our charity.  The wood bobbin 
cost £5.30 and the bone cost £8.50.  One pound from each 
bobbin will be donated to our charity so I do hope that you will wish to purchase them.  Samples are on 
view at today’s meeting and will be again at the January meeting.  The order will be sent after that so that 
the bobbins will be here in time for the March meeting.  Please pay for your bobbins at the time of 
ordering.  Thank you 
Margaret Eaglestone 
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MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 
Just a reminder to all those who have not renewed their membership for 2017/18, even if you are a Lace 
Guild member I still need a completed renewal form and if you are not a Lace Guild member I will also 
need £2.25 for the insurance levy.  Could you please let me have your completed forms ASAP – I will 
have spare forms at the November meeting if you have mislaid yours. 
 

For new members There will be no charge for new members this year but unless they are Lace 
Guild members then they will have to pay the insurance levy of £2.25, regardless of what time of year they 
join. 
Penny Stevenson 
 
SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER DEMONSTRATIONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In the past few years, the first week of September has seen glorious weather as the children return to 
school.  Not so this year as it was wet and cold.  But that did not deter PBLC from demonstrating at 
Wimborne Model Town.  We set up our display on the afternoon of Wednesday 6 September and 
demonstrated from Thursday 7 until Sunday 10 September as part of the Craft Exhibition at the Model 
Town.  On the Saturday it was National Lacemaking Day and several visitors tried the 'Have a Go' pillow 
including a gentleman named Mike Humphries who seemed to enjoy it! 
 

Everyone at the Model Town was friendly and helpful especially when setting up.  I think it was well worth 
demonstrating there and I'm sure we would like to go again. 
 

By comparison the weather was dry and sunny on Monday 4 September when three of us demonstrated 
at the Visitor Centre at Hardy's Cottage.  This is a lovely venue that is light and airy.  Linda Burn and I 
availed ourselves of a look around the cottage as we are both National Trust members while Jean held the 
fort demonstrating in the centre.  Margaret did our last Monday on the 2 October.  We certainly hope that 
we will be able to demonstrate for another summer at this lovely venue. 
 

A big 'thank you' to all of the volunteer demonstrators. 
Linda King 
 
OCTOBER PILLOW PARTY 
 
The October Pillow Party was great fun.  It was a triple effort of organisation by three committee members. 
Hence the joint write up of the event! 
 

The Pillow Party took place on Saturday 7 October and it was super to see as many as 18 members 
making lace.  It was nice to see Aaron as well, fulfilling some of his Forest Holme charity orders.  There 
was, as usual, a great variety of lace being made and projects being worked on: a lace bird and Santa's 
Sleigh in Milanese lace; an owl in Honiton lace; a dolphin; a fan and high on the list were items being 
made as Christmas decorations.  There was plenty of lively chatter and laughter as well. 
 

Our apologies to those who had a 'not so hot' drink midway through the afternoon.  We now know how the 
urn works so promise you it won’t happen again.  Thanks too, to all the committee members who made 
cakes and a big thank you from me for all the encouragement for my race.  Leaving in good time I was 
able to find a parking space in a very crowded Bournemouth and finished the 10k in 52:08.  A great 
afternoon all round! 
Linda Burn, Lucie Meersseman and Ruth Oldridge 

Display at Wimborne Model Town 

Mike having a go! 



HIDDEN TREASURES OF A LACE GUILD TEA TOWEL 
 
Hidden at the bottom of the kitchen drawer was a long forgotten Lace Guild tea towel.  It provides a recipe 
for Cattern Cakes surrounded by Torchon edging.  Cattern is thought to be a corruption of the name 
Catherine.  St Catherine of Alexandria was reputedly an intelligent and beautiful woman who was martyred 
in 310 A.D. on a wheel of swords.  She became the protector of young, unmarried women and was 
adopted as patron saint of spinners and lacemakers.  The wheel of her death became their emblem, 
hence the stylised logo of the Lace Guild.  The recipe is provided below. 
 

Cattern Cakes 
 
Lacemakers traditionally celebrated 25 November, St Catherine's 
Day, with these cinnamon flavoured cakes. 
 
Ingredients 
 
9oz/275 g self-raising flour    
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon   
1oz/25 g currants     
2oz/50 g ground almonds    
4oz/100 g melted butter 
2 teaspoons caraway seeds 
7oz/200 g caster sugar 
1 medium egg, beaten 
extra sugar and cinnamon for sprinkling 
 
 
Method   
 

Pre-heat oven to 200C/400F, Gas No 6. 
 

Sift the flour and the cinnamon into a bowl and stir in the currants, ground almonds, caraway seeds 
and sugar.  Add the melted butter and beaten egg and mix well to give a soft dough.  On a floured 
board, roll out into a rectangle about 12 in x10 in / 30cm x25cm. 

 

Brush the dough with water and sprinkle with extra sugar and cinnamon.  Roll up like a Swiss Roll and 
cut into ¾ inch / 2 cm slices. Place slices, spaced well apart, on a greased tray and bake for 10 
minutes. 

 

Cool on a wire rack and, if liked, sprinkle with extra caraway seeds. 
 
It is said that lacemakers celebrated St Catherine's Day with Cattern Cakes and songs. 
Information from the tea towel supplied by Jean Organ  
 
LACE GUILD SUMMER SCHOOL AT SARUM COLLEGE, SALISBURY 
 
This Summer School took place between the 12 and 19 August – a complete week.  The course was 
made up of three groups...Betty Manfre taking Cantu lace; Shelly Canning covering Downton lace and 
Jane Wright running 'A Box of Delights'.  This was the group I opted for, she wanted her group to work on 
whatever lace they liked.  She has knowledge of 
all types of laces and is a very patient and lovely 
teacher.  All the ladies in my group were working 
on different types of lace: Honiton, Torchon, and 
Milanese with lots of beautiful work being made. 
 

Jane, my tutor, contacted me via email, we 
discussed the projects I wanted to do over the 
week and I sent her copies of the patterns I 
wanted to at least start.  These were a ballerina 
skirt in Torchon that I want to make into a fairy 
by adding wings, and a Christmas picture of 
Santa's Sleigh carrying a Christmas tree and 
presents in Milanese lace. 
 

The week started with everyone arriving on 
Saturday afternoon.  Janice made us all feel at 
ease at the 'meet and greet' before dinner.   

 

Sarum College 

 



This was followed by the first lesson in the evening.  Sarum College is situated in The Square in Salisbury 
which is very central, so we had plenty of things to do in our free time – Salisbury Cathedral, the museums 
and the shops in the High Street!  The accommodation was very good, all rooms are en suite with tea 
making facilities.  The weather was mostly sunny so going for a walk in the sun was on the cards most 
days. 
 

On Monday some of us went on a guided walk around Salisbury organised by Janice.  Wow! The walk 
leader really knew her stuff.  She took us to the Odeon, a Grade One listed building, it has a medieval 
gallery while the cinema itself is beautiful and Grade Two listed.  We also went into the Guildhall, the 
courtroom, which is no longer used as a court, was designed to replicate the Old Bailey.  It was fabulous. 
 

The rest of the week was spent working on our lace in the morning, with two hours free over lunch to hit 
the shops then back to work on our lace in the late afternoon and evening.  There were evening activities 
if we found ourselves 'laced out' after dinner...a talk about lace given by Betty Manfre, a beetle drive and a 
quiz. 
 

What a lovely week.  I can highly recommend going on a Lace Guild summer school.  The people are 
friendly, the venue lovely with excellent food and for me it was a welcome break.  We also had the 
opportunity to order a commemorative bobbin so every time I look at it as I make my lace I will remember 
my week. 
Barbara Jackson 
 
BRUGES TRIP AUGUST 2017 
 
I travelled out to Bruges again this year for the course with Anne-Marie Verbeke as tutor.  This year there 
were fewer of us, only 14. 
 

Everything at the convent was as usual, we knew in advance that we would be in the corridor again this 
year and forewarned we had all packed lamps.  We settled in, unpacked and were out into Bruges to have 
a look around the shops. 
 

Our first whole day in Bruges was Sunday, time to sort out our lace, wind bobbins if needed and also to go 
and visit the Kantdagen at the De Halve Maan brewery – the 37th year.  It was inspiring as usual, there are 
some excellent lacemakers who display there.  In particular the group from Blankenberge, Kantclub 't 
Mentebolletje, this year their display was of fans...really beautiful work. 
 
 

This fan design was commissioned from 
Martine Bruggeman by Magda (I think her 
surname is Malisse), a really stunning 
piece of work.  The other fans were 
marvellous too.  It was a great pity that the 
pieces of lace did not have the 
lacemakers’ names appended by them so 
I don't know the makers’ names.   
 
Two more of the fans that caught my eye 
were these two, pictured below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My photos are limited to these few this year.  My 'new' phone (an old cast off from youngest offspring!) had 
a battery that was not holding its charge so it died after four photos.  I did take more but as the battery 
faded the focus blurred.  One photo that I would have liked to have taken was the novel way some of the 
fans were displayed - on Perspex cut into fan shapes with either a separate stand or made as part of the 
mounting. 

  



I found this YouTube video that shows some of the many lacemakers demonstrating at Kantdagen 2017: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sauj3AXDBSc. 
 

Lace wise I spent the week finishing the piece of lace that had been on my pillow for ages, 'Acorns and 
Berries' designed by Kumiko Nakazaki.  My New Year Resolution was to complete my UFOs.  I have 
made a few new pieces but my aim is to finish.  I didn't participate in the drawing this year; I hadn't 
managed to complete last year's project because of health and decided that this year I would make lace. 
Eve Morton 
 
PBLC TRIP TO BATH FASHION MUSEUM 
 
On Wednesday 4 October seven members of PBLC journeyed by car across to Bath...our purpose was to 
view the 'Lace in Fashion' Exhibition.  We met at the Fashion Museum and made our way to the more 
permanent exhibition of which the 'Lace in Fashion' was part.  This was entitled 'A History of Fashion in 
100 Objects'. 
 

In truth I don't think we were expecting this exhibition to have such high quality 
exhibits of fashion items dating back to Tudor times.  The majority of the items on 
display came from a collection belonging to Dorothy Langley Moore.  There were 
also signature pieces from some of the famous names in modern fashion history 

– Christian Dior and Yves Saint Laurent. 
 

Seeing these fashion pieces displayed in cases 
chronologically it was amazing to see how quickly, and 
indeed in some cases quite radically, styles changed.  For 
example at the beginning of the 18 Century the large 
framed skirted, tight bodiced dresses of the Queen Anne 
period evolved, by the end of the century, into the slim 
Empire lines and sheer muslin fabrics.  Likewise the 
changing shapes of 19 Century fashion was influenced by 
Queen Victoria.  Within the journey of 100 Objects there 
were separate small specialised collections of fans, 
gloves, shoes and children's clothes.  The audio 
commentary was excellent at describing each numbered 
piece. 
 

Half way through the main exhibition was the 'Lace in Fashion' exhibition which 
consisted of 50 pieces showing how lace had been used in fashion from the 1500s 
to the present day.  The display began by showing 
a bobbin lace pillow and explaining how the first 
use of lace had been mainly in trimming 
ecclesiastical robes and altar cloths.  It was very 
costly so when it was used to trim clothing the 
aristocracy would pay huge amounts of money to 
have their garments trimmed with this new fabric. 
 

 
 

Naturally lace became popular as more people made hand 
made lace both here and imported from the Continent.  It was 
mainly used as a trim but, with its increasing popularity, 
machines were created to make this fine fabric.  The early lace 
making machines made plain net fabric onto which workers 
would then embroider motifs.  However, in the 1830s and 1840s 
a machine to create a spotted lace was developed therefore 
making lace become cheaper and more accessible.  This kind of 
lace was a much used fabric by the Victorians for caps, shawls 
and trims.  The next major innovation in machine made lace was 
the Leavers machine which allowed lace to be made wide 
enough so that designers could make dresses without joining 
the fabric.  There were items on display showing different types 
of lace and how it has, as the title of the exhibition says, been 
used in fashion. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dress from 100 Object 
Exhibition with a 

handmade lace collar 

Dress from the 100 
Object Exhibition 

  

Two stunning dresses from the Lace in Fashion Exhibition 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sauj3AXDBSc


Before we took our lunch break we found the dressing up area!  There was a lot of laughter as we first of 
all, somewhat shyly, put on the hats that were there.  Of course there was the required photograph.  Then 
to hoots of raucous laughter some tried on the dresses that were available.  It was amazing how heavy 
they were. 

 

After lunch in the Assembly Rooms cafeteria we resumed our tour of the 100 Objects to view items from 
late Victorian times to the present day.  It was interesting that we all felt that the examples of modern 
fashion from the last two decades were not to our taste compared with the beautiful items we had seen 
from history.  But I suspect that's because so much fashion is out there for us to see and who knows, 
maybe the 'way out' exhibits of the beginning of the 21 century may look ordinary to museum goers in a 
hundred years time. 
 

If you haven't been to this exhibition I would encourage you to go and take a look.  'The Lace in Fashion' 
exhibition is on until January 2018 (it will be replaced by Royal Women which opens on 3 February 2018). 
The History of Fashion in 100 Objects remains until January 2019. A huge thank you to Margaret for 
researching the feasibility of the trip, parking and driving. 
Linda Burn 
 
Postscript from the Fashion Museum 
 
At the start of the ‘Lace in Fashion’ Exhibition there were three stunning 
dresses made by a Fashion student at Bath Spa University.  Linda 
emailed the Museum to find out more details about the dresses and their 
designer.  She received this information back from them.  
 

The three wonderfully striking red and navy pieces on open display at the 
entrance to the ‘Lace in Fashion’ gallery are all by Grace Weller – an ex-
student of Bath Spa University.  The Fashion Museum has a close 
connection with the University and the Fashion students have the 
opportunity to see historic pieces at close quarters in their Study Facility, 
so it was a lovely opportunity to display some of that work. 

 

The ensembles were made of navy blue 
Raschel, and Chantilly-style lace.  
Grace designed this machine-made 
lace.  This was the collection that Grace 
showed when she won both the 
Womenswear Award and the Gold 
Award at Graduate Fashion Week 2014. 
 

“Shredded fabric, lines of string…” 
wrote Grace in her sketchbook, when she was working on the concept 
for the collection.  In the end, Grace tore apart existing lace, and re-
worked and reconstructed it using both digital and hand embroidery.  
Grace took part in the House of Sophie Hallette University Lace 
Challenge.  This meant that the prestigious lace-making firm, which was 
founded in the 1880s and is located in Caudry the centre of the machine
-made lace industry in northern France, sponsored the Chantilly-style 
and Raschel machine-made laces from which the ensembles are made. 
 

Grace now works in the Design Studio of Alberta Ferretti in Italy.  
Margaret Eaglestone 
 

 

 



EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS 
 
Saturday 18 Nov          Southern Counties Lacemakers and Needlecraft Fair, Havant 
 
Saturday 18 Nov          The Dorset Arts & Crafts Christmas Fair 2017   Allendale House, Wimborne 
                                     BH21 1AS. Free entry, the fair is on between 10 am and 4 pm. All profits from 
                                     this craft show will be donated to the DACA  Art & Craft Fund. Further details 
                                     at www.dorsetartsandcrafts.org 
 
April 14 2018                Christchurch Lace Society ~ Workshop to make Slovenian Birds with 
May 12 2018                                                               Bridget Cook 
 
                                    
                                      The proposed dates for this workshop were for April 14 and May 12 2018.  The 
                                      response has been such that it has been decided to hold the workshop on 
                                      both dates to accommodate as many people as possible. 
                                      The cost of the workshop will be £13 for CLS members and £14 for non 
                                      members.  The money should be paid to Anne Vernon CLS Treasurer by the 
                                      end of January 2018.  Cheques made payable to Christchurch Lace Society. 
                                      The course will be held at Burton Green United Reformed Church, Salisbury 
                                      Road, Burton, Christchurch BH23 7JN and runs from 10 am to 4 pm. 
 
                                      Bridget Cook will supply the pattern and she has said the thread can be  
                                      anything you have left over of the little balls of which most of us have plenty.  Any 
                                      colours you choose, although blue doesn't show up well on a blue back 
                                      ground. 
 
                                      There are still some places left on both dates...it looks as if it will be a super 
                                      day.  For further information contact Jeannie Handley CLS Secretary on 
                                      01202 433846, mob 07735467149 or jeannie.handley@icloud.com 
 
EDTORIAL 
 
 A varied read in this November issue of the Newsletter and I am very grateful to Barbara, Eve and Jean 
for their contributions.  As I read the descriptions of doing a lace residential course the lovelier it sounds – 
to be able to spend a week totally immersed in creating lace with like minded people without the demands 
of day to day living (preparing dinner, washing up, shopping for food, etc) sounds wonderful.  I hope the 
Cattern cakes will go down well, I'm particularly fond of caraway seeds.  My thanks, too, to Jeannie 
Handley for extending the invitation to Bridget Cook's workshop organised by CLS.  I hope some PBLC 
members will be able to take advantage of the offer. 
 

As I've chatted to people at the Pillow Party and lace classes, several members have told me of their 
ideas for the 2018 competitions.  The title of the main competition, to be given in at the meeting on Friday 
4 May, is 'Remembrance' and the title for the Lace Day competition on Saturday 2 June is 'a motif'. So 
plenty of reason to get lacemaking! 
 

I am sad not to be at the November meeting not just missing the buzz of a Saturday afternoon get 
together but also because I'll miss the Crinoline talk which I know, from previous experience, will be 
fantastic. 
 

Our next meeting will take place on Saturday 6 January 2018 where Claire's Lace will be our supplier and 
Liz Pass will talk about this year's charity 'NewLife'.  As you will all have taken down your Christmas trees 
you might like to bring in, for the display table, some lace baubles and decorations for one last outing 
before they go back in the loft!   
 

Items for the January Newsletter should be with me by Monday 18 December. 
Linda Burn 
 
 
 
 
   


