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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 
Welcome back after the summer break.  I hope you have been able to enjoy yourselves in spite of the 
poor weather.  During the last two months we have been out and about demonstrating, at Hardy’s 
Birthplace Visitor Centre, at the Avon Heath Country Park weekend, we even have our invitation already 
for next year, at the Dorset Arts and Crafts Association (DACA) Exhibition and finally at Farnham Street 
Fair. 
 

I would like to welcome two new members to the Committee, Linda King who has taken over as 
Demonstration Secretary and Lucie Meersseman who will be taking over from me as Treasurer from the 
start of the new financial year.  I know that you will support these new members.  
  
This year we have certainly increased the number and range of venues at which we have demonstrated.  
In September for the weekend around National Lacemaking Day we have been invited to demonstrate 
and display at Wimborne Model Town and one for the future—Jane Atkinson is mounting an exhibition 
called ‘Ebb’n’Flow’ at Walford Mill Crafts in Wimborne, from September 14 – October 28, 2018, which she 
is using to put bobbin lace through its paces.  There will be workshops run by well-known lace makers 
who will also be exhibiting their work.  Jane has asked PBLC, along with other local lace groups, to come 
along to demonstrate and display.  
 

Finally, well done to all those members who exhibited and won certificates and trophies at DACA.  Their 
work is here today as our display. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
WHAT IS HAPPENING AT TODAY’S MEETING 
 

 Our Speaker is Helen Walter from the Blandford Fashion Museum talking about ‘Ellen Terry & Henry 
Irving’s Theatre Costume’ 

 Supplier is our Sales Table - Linda King will be helping Ruth 

 Display is the DACA entries 

 Membership Renewal - Lucie will be helping Penny 

 Linda Burn will have various lists for you to sign, for Havant Lace Day tickets, for Volunteers to 
demonstrate at Wimborne Model Town and for Commemorative Coral Bobbins  

 In Pat’s absence Jayne Frampton will be selling raffle tickets for our charity ‘New Life’ 
 
SOUTHERN COUNTIES LACEMAKERS AND NEEDLECRAFT FAIR 
  
Saturday 18 November 2017, 10am – 3.30 pm 
 

As in previous years I will be purchasing tickets for the Lace and Needlecraft Fair at Havant at a reduced 
rate of £4 rather than £4.50.  Tickets must be purchased in multiples of ten.  If you would like to purchase 
a ticket please pay your £4 and book a ticket at today’s meeting.  The special exhibition this year is by 
Lizzy Pye, graduate apprentice from the Royal School of Needlework.  There are also demonstrations by 
the Japanese Embroidery Guild and by Judith Cordell with Rosaline Lace. 
 

Sounds like a good day out! 
Margaret Eaglestone 
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MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 
As you are probably all now aware there will be no membership fee for this our Coral Anniversary year, 
2017/2018.  However, you will still need to send in a renewal form as per normal to keep our records up to 
date.  For those not collecting their membership cards and programme of events please enclose at least 
an A5 sized stamped addressed envelope.  Anyone not a member of the Lace Guild will still have to pay 
the £2.25 insurance levy which should be included with your renewal form.  Please would you kindly 
complete the membership form that Margaret emailed to all members and give or post it to Penny 
Stevenson (address at the top of the renewal form), together with your SAE and fee, if appropriate, as 
soon as possible. Many thanks. 
 

New members throughout the year will only have to pay the Lace Guild Levy of £2.25 unless they are 
already a member of the Guild. 
Penny Stevenson 
 
SALES TABLE 
 
At our meeting on Friday 1 September there will be no supplier except the Sales Table.  Bring any lace 
related items – pillows, bobbins, threads, books etc (sorry, no other crafting items please) already priced 
to the meeting.  Please don't forget to collect any unsold items at the close of the meeting. 
Ruth Oldridge 
 
OCTOBER PILLOW PARTY, SATURDAY 7 OCTOBER 
 
Please come and join us at the Pillow Party on Saturday 7 October, 1.30 - 4.30 pm at St George’s small 
hall.  You are guaranteed a warm welcome and delicious tea and cakes.  If you are able to make a cake, 
we would like a choice of three cakes, then please let me know.  Thank you very much. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
COMMEMORATIVE BOBBINS 
 
To celebrate our Coral Anniversary we have commissioned Margaret Wall to design a bobbin in both wood 
and bone.  Margaret has been able to provide two beautiful samples, bone and wood, which you will be 
able to see, order and pay for in advance at today’s meeting.  The costs of the bobbins are £9 for bone 
and £7 for wood.   
 

I do hope that you will wish to purchase one as a 
reminder of this anniversary.  You may order these 
bobbins at our November meeting as well, after that the 
order will be sent to Margaret. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
DOROTHY WATSON 1936 – 2017 
 
Sadly Dorothy died on Thursday 3 August after a short illness.  A member of PBLC for many years she will 
be remembered as a fine lacemaker and a highly talented all round craftswoman enjoying dressmaking, 
knitting, tatting and embroidery.  Many members of PBLC, in the Wimborne area, will have been taught 
lace by Dorothy.  She taught Adult Education classes for over 40 years and when these classes ended 
she carried on teaching her Monday group in The Horns Pub at 
Furzhill and her Wednesday group at Ferndown Village Hall. 
 

Dorothy was a keen supporter of DACA and never failed to 
encourage as many people as possible to enter their work for 
judging.  She herself judged various categories and she often did 
'Have-a-Go' sessions for children as well as lace demonstrations 
at the exhibition. 
 

She will be sadly missed by all her friends and fellow PBLC 
members. 
 

Dorothy received some of her recent treatment, and indeed spent 
the last days of her life, in The Victoria Hospital, Wimborne.  If 
members would like to make a donation to the Friends of Victoria 
Hospital in Dorothy's memory there will be an opportunity to do 
that at Friday's meeting. 
Linda Burn 

 

Dorothy demonstrating at the Priest 
House Museum in 2016 

 



AVON HEATH COUNTRY PARK WILD WEEKEND 15/16 JULY 
 

 
In total six members of PBLC demonstrated during the weekend at Avon Heath Country Park ’s Wild 
Weekend.  Thankfully the weather was fine but the rangers had provided us with a gazebo so we would 
have been able to shelter if there had been any rain.  Last year it was just Wild Sunday but as it was so 
popular, this year it was extended to Wild Weekend.  We were made very welcome and we all enjoyed the 
opportunity to spend a day making lace and telling the visitors about the craft. 
 

It was an excellent weekend with plenty to do for the visitors.  There were about twenty different stalls, 
selling items and letting visitors have a go at the crafts.  On Sunday there was an additional attraction of 
Birds of Prey.  Although not quite as rustic as some of the crafts we fitted in very well and received a lot of 
interested in our lace making.  We mounted a small display and had the ‘Have a Go’ pillow ready for those 
who wished to try their hand, mainly children, of course, but there were some adults who were brave 
enough! 
 

We received many compliments and the ranger, who was conducting a survey on Saturday said that a lot 
of visitors when asked what their favourite bit of the day was, said the ‘Lace Making’!  That was most 
encouraging and makes it all worthwhile. 
 

Thank you to Jenny Green, Liz Pass, Pat Gilbertson, Laura Navrady-Pitcher and Mary Tate who joined me 
over the weekend. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 

PS Since writing this article I have learned that one of the young girls who had a go at lace making has 
attended the lace class in Ferndown and Laura Navrady-Pitcher has taken her under her wings – thank 
you Laura and what a positive outcome from the demonstration. 
 
DEMONSTRATION VOLUNTEERS 
 
A Yorkshire Lass in Dorset belonging to PBLC.  Who'd have thought it!  I have taken over as 
Demonstration Secretary and look forward to organising all our forthcoming demonstration and display 
events. 
 

The next demonstration is at the Wimborne Model Town from Thursday 7 September until Sunday 10 
September, this includes Saturday 9 September which is National Lacemaking Day.  The theme for the 
display is 'Small is Beautiful' (max 10cm sq).  So I would be very happy to receive any pieces of lace that 
you would be willing to lend for the display.  We will be using the Lady Hanham building and 
demonstrating between 11 am and 3.30 pm.  On these dates the model town has an Arts and Crafts 
exhibition as well as their regular attractions.  It is open from 10 am until 5 pm and has all the usual 
facilities including a reasonably priced tea room.  There is limited parking at the rear of the model town for 
demonstrators only.  Otherwise the nearest parking (including disabled parking) is the Pay and Display 
carpark in King Street, opposite the model town. 
 

At the September meeting Linda Burn will have a timetable for you to sign up to demonstrate and will 
collect any display items that you are willing to lend.  Also please help yourself to a flyer which will entitle 
you to get two for the price of one entry to the Model Town. 
 

I will look forward to organising this first demonstration as well as more in the future with your continued 
support. 
Linda King 
 
 



DORSET ARTS AND CRAFTS ASSOCIATION EXHIBITION 
 
 

“Oh, isn't that lovely. Why don't we have anything like this in our area?”  This was one of the many 
favourable comments heard over the course of DACA's annual exhibition held at the Purbeck School in 
early August. 
 

Our display, 'Shades of Pink', presented a welcoming, rosy glow to visitors many of whom were surprised 
to learn that the basic techniques demonstrated on the Have-A-Go Pillow were used to make a fairy, a 
scarf, narrow Bucks Point edging, bangles, necklaces, mats, pictures and wall hangings. 
 

At pole position in the entrance to the main hall, our location made it possible to catch visitors fresh on 
arrival so a lot of time was spent explaining stitches.  On the first morning just 20 pins found their way into 
my pillow!  While on the last afternoon, a lady from the North East explained how her mother knitted 
fisherman's jumpers (on four needles without seams) for her father. 
 

One bonus this year was Margaret's Have-A-Go sessions for children.  Ruth reported that two little boys 
returned to proudly show her their completed pieces of lace. 
 

Grateful thanks to everyone for their support.  Long may you continue to produce such a 
stunning variety of lace. 
Jean Organ 
 
One of the Lace Trophies awarded by DACA was presented by PBLC to the ‘Best Entry 
for Bobbin Lace’.  It is a Royal Doulton Figurine of a Lacemaker appropriately named 
‘Dorothy’.  Dorothy stands on a plinth and is covered by a glass dome.  The designer was 
a P Parsons and the figurine was issued for a very short period, 1987 to 1990.  PBLC 
must have purchased it in 1990 as the first winner was a Verena Vincent in 1990.  Over 
the last 27 years it has been won by many members of PBLC. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
We have just received this letter from Jenny Gurden , the chair of DACA, thanking us for taking part. 
 
To all members of Poole Bobbin Lace Circle 

 

On behalf of the Dorset Arts & Crafts Association, I would like to thank you all for 
demonstrating your lace making and staging a display of work at our annual exhibition.  
The themed display celebrating your coral anniversary was very attractive and the 
demonstrations were a source of continual interest to visitors.    
 

I am aware that you were somewhat short of space for demonstrations and we are 
looking at how we can improve this.  We were particularly short of space this year, partly because the 
school is now using the far end of the hall for storage, and partly because we had more work entered, 
including several large pieces.  We are talking to the school about whether they can make more space 
available to us for 2018.   
 

You will be pleased to know that the exhibition was very well-attended, with almost 2,800 visitors, an 
increase of 400 on 2016.  The overwhelmingly positive reaction from visitors is very gratifying for everyone 
involved.  
 

For your information, the exhibition dates in 2018 will be 3rd to 7th August.  I will be in touch early next year 
about your participation.    
 

With kind regards   

Jenny 

Margaret receiving the Royal Doulton 
Figurine and her winning piece  

‘Rosemarkie Celtic Knot’ 

 

 



FARNHAM OPEN GARDENS AND FLOWER FESTIVAL AUGUST 2017 
 

It's more than ten years since I first went to demonstrate 
bobbin lace at Farnham in North Dorset during their biennial 
Open Gardens and Flower Festival.  My mother came with 
me several times and met many people she knew, since her 
family originated from the area.  In fact her youngest sister 
was married in the church in 1958.  For this year's festival 
we were shown to our place in the church, amid the 
wonderful flower arrangements, and set up our display and 
set to work. 
 

Since the first year mum passed away, other lace makers 
have demonstrated especially for the two day event.  
Margaret Eaglestone came with me this year.  Thank you to 
her and all the others who have given their time in previous 
years.  Just to mention a few willing demonstrators from the 
past – Pat Gilbertson, Sheila Herridge, Val Saunders and 

Eve Morton with apologies to anyone I've missed. 
 

In more recent times Farnham Street Fair has filled the gap on 
alternate years and this too has proved successful. 
 

Several years ago I decided to try to sell some of the many lace items 
that I had had passed on to me when their makers had died.  These 
included small scraps and samples.  These I converted into pin 
cushions, book marks, organdie bags filled with rose petals and small 
picture frames.  To date I have been able to give Farnham Church 

nearly £100 which I have Gift Aided so increasing the total by another £25.  This year's Flower Festival 
raised the very pleasing amount of over £2,200 
 

My mother first demonstrated lace at Wareham St Mary's Flower Festival just ONE week after her first 
lesson!  I know many of you have never been seen in public with your lace pillow.  Why not give it a try? 
Come with me next time I'm out and about.  Just let me know when. 
Liz Pass 
 
EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS 
 
Sunday 17 Sept  Canford Needlework Festival: Hamworthy Recreation Club, Magna Road 
     BH21 3AP. 10 am to 4 pm. Admission £3 with plenty of car parking. 
    www.canfordneedlework.co.uk 
 
Saturday 23 and    Broadmayne and West Knighton Art and Craft Showcase, Broadmayne  
Sunday 24 Sept  Village Hall, 11 am - 5 pm on Saturday, 10 am - 4 pm on Sunday.  Entrance £1.50 
 
Saturday 30 Sept  North Downs Lace Day: Yately School, School Lane, Yately, Hants GU46 
    6NW. 10.30 am to 4 pm. Tickets £6.00. Please bring your own lunch. 
     www.northdownslacemakers.org.uk 
 
Saturday 7 October  Liz Pass' Needle Lace Group will have a display of their work and be 
    demonstrating at Canford Heath Library between 10 am and 1 pm.  Entrance 
    is free and all are welcome. 
 
Thurs to Mon  All Ways Threads Group will be exhibiting their work called 'Coastal 
19 – 30 Oct  Reflections'  in The Gallery Upstairs, Upton House. 10 am to 4 pm. 
     www.allwaysthreads.co.uk 
 
Saturday 18 Nov  Southern Counties Lacemakers and Needlecraft Fair, Havant: details of 
    this event are at the beginning of this newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.canfordneedlework.co.uk/
http://www.northdownslacemakers.org.uk/
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EDITORIAL 
 
In spite of the somewhat lack lustre weather during August it seems that there has been plenty going on 
for members of PBLC.  I know that at least two members have been on lace residential courses and hope 
that both of those courses lived up to expectations.  On August 10 our very own Shirley Pearce hit the 
headlines in the Bournemouth Daily Echo – Shirley, 82 has the key to success. The report told of how 
Shirley's son had bought her a piano.  She remembered many of the skills she had learned as a child so 
that in December 2016 Shirley achieved a Merit for her first exam, Grade 2 Piano.  So keen was she to 
enter another exam that she passed her Grade 3 this summer.  Very many congratulations Shirley.  We 
applaud your enthusiasm and dedication to mastering a new skill as well as your 'joie de vivre'. 
 

As always there is plenty going on at this evening's meeting.  Apart from the usual list of 'housekeeping' 
items to take care of there are three possible donations to which you may wish to contribute. There is our 
own raffle supporting our new charity for this year New Life.  Sitting close by our raffle you will find Aaron 
Frampton who is working towards his Scouts Fund Raiser Badge.  He has no mean task ahead of him! 
His target is to raise £100 for Forest Holme.  It is to this end that Aaron has spent most of his summer 
making characterised pompoms. I know that some of the Tuesday Group have already made donations. 
Aaron would certainly appreciate your support to enable him to reach his target.  Last but by no means 
least if members of PBLC felt they would like to make a contribution to a donation sent to The Friends of 
Victoria Hospital in memory of Dorothy, that also will be possible this evening.  A copy of her 
funeral service will be available for members to see as well. 
 

Our next gathering will be the first Pillow Party of the year on Saturday 7 October.  The next meeting will 
be on Saturday 4 November when the event will be Crinoline 'Uniformly Elegant'.  Items for the November 
newsletter should reach me via the usual means by Thursday 12 October, a little earlier than usual. 
Linda Burn 
 
The minutes of the AGM and Membership Renewal Letter are attached to this Newsletter. 
. 
 
 


