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NEWSLETTER 236 

3 September 2021 

EDITORIAL 

Welcome to the September newsletter, and to the 1st face to face meeting and AGM in 18 
months, so lots to talk about. We shall be making this as Covid safe as we can, tables will be 
wiped down before and after the meeting, hand sanitizer will be available at the entrance to 
the hall. If you feel happier you can also wear your face mask, windows will also be open to 
help circulate the air, so just in case it’s a cold evening please bring a jacket. 

Pam Brown has kindly written a piece for the newsletter in memory of Heidi Woods who 
sadly passed away last year. 

Thank you to Liz Pass for yet again for the mystery object, and Margaret Eaglestone for her 
piece on Lockdown lace in particular ‘Fiandra' lace. 

We have also found out recently that the Havant Lace maker fair 2021 in November has 
been cancelled and now rescheduled for November 2022. 

Have any of you been watching ‘Secrets of the Museum’ season two on BBC2 all about what 
goes on behind the scenes at the V&A? If not it’s well worth a catch up on iPlayer. 

Ruth Oldridge 

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2021 

Please read this don’t just skim past! 
We know we have mentioned time and time again about needing new committee members 
and we’re sorry for boring you yet again but it is really becoming critical as we are now down 
to 6 members, with 3 of us having less than a year to go.   

So why do you need to read this …...well if we don’t get new members then one of our final 
jobs before retiring from the committee will be to organise an extraordinary meeting to 
discuss the winding up of PBLC in its 40th anniversary year, not something we would relish.  

We know many of you have already served on the committee and are reluctant to do so 
again.  We do understand the level of commitment required but have you thought of being 
on the committee for maybe just one year or if enough people apply then there is the 
possibility of role sharing, similar to Ruth & Penny?  We also think that during these 
uncertain times it is probably best to keep PBLC activities to a minimum in case of further 
lockdowns and maybe ‘paring down’ the amount of work required.  We could return to ‘the 
good old days’ of bringing our pillows and making lace during the meeting and only 
occasionally having a speaker, one of whom would be our chosen charity.  We don’t even 
need to have a chosen charity but raise money throughout the year then decide at the AGM 
who we would like to donate it to.  These are just ideas for reducing the workload for future 
committee members and don’t have to be taken on board but please give being a committee 
member some serious thought. 

PBLC Committee  

RENEWAL OF PBLC MEMBERSHIP  

Don’t forget to renew your membership subscription at the September meeting.  You’ll find 
the renewal form attached to the July newsletter or you can download one from the website.  
Alternatively, you can post the form to me, Penny Stevenson, to the address on the form, 
please include a stamped addressed A5 envelope.  Due to printer problems which are taking 
some time to resolve, the membership card and programme will be on paper this year.   

PBLC Committee  
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SEPTEMBER’S MEETING 

The kitchen will be open, sorry for HOT DRINKS ONLY but by all means please bring your 
own drink and biscuit if you prefer. 

There will be a ‘Brag’ table for all of you to show off any ‘Lockdown lace’ that you have been 
making, or perhaps you would just like to share with everyone a new craft learnt. 

As well as renewing your membership, you can order a Charity Bobbin to support PBLC’s 
chosen charity DORSAR for 2021 to 2022 and collect any refund you are due for Lace Day 
Tickets or the trip to Exeter Museum. 

And finally there is the presentation of Bobbins to the 2019 trophy winners (rather belated 
due to Covid), and also to Linda Burn, Lucie Meersseman and Sue Baker, thanking them for 
their time on the committee. 

Ruth Oldridge 

IN MEMORY OF THE LATE HEIDI WOOD 

A Member of PBLC in the 1980s, Heidi Wood, sadly passed away last year at the age of 92 
years.  A keen Lacemaker, Heidi, who came to England from Germany, enjoyed making all 
types of Lace and some examples of her work are pictured. Her daughter, Delia, made 
contact via our Website and has kindly donated assorted Lace equipment and books for us 
to pass on to PBLC members.  These will be at tonight’s meeting on a small table at the 
back of the Hall.   Nothing is priced but any donations given for any of these items are to go 
to PBLC at Delia’s request, as she knew her Mum so enjoyed her membership and made 
many friends throughout her years making Lace. 

 

Pam Brown 

  

Lace Day in the 1990s 
Heidi Wood is on the left 

Heidi's Lace 
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LOCKDOWN LACE 

During lockdown I tried a new lace – ‘Fiandra’. 

Inspired by a book review in ‘Lace’ of the publication ‘Fiandra a tre paia’ (Fiandra with three 
pairs) by Dianna Dussi, I purchased the book.  I have completed two pieces – the exercise 
pattern that covers all the special features of Fiandra lace and a piece entitled ‘Two Small 
Mushrooms.  

Fiandra lace is still made in the region of Friuli Venezia-Giulia in Italy and is described as a 
gentle and graceful kind of lace.  The lace is made using only three pairs of bobbins.  In ‘Two 
Small Mushrooms’ the Fiandra lace is edged with either whole or half stitch.   

Margaret Eaglestone 

 

 

PBLC’S WEBSITE 

Many of you, I am sure, like me, have continued to make lace during lockdown and I am 
hoping to create a new folder on PBLC’s website (www.poolebobbinlace.com, called 
‘Lockdown Lace’ showing some of the pieces you have made.  I have a source already - 
lace created by some of you that has been included in various Newsletters in the last 
eighteen months, but I would like more. 

If you have pieces that you would be happy for me to put on the website do let me have 
them during September.  A photo and a few lines of explanation would be wonderful. 

I look forward to hearing from you.  Thank you 

Margaret Eaglestone 

  

Mushrooms in Fiandra Lace 

http://www.poolebobbinlace.com/
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HAMPTON COURT PALACE FLOWER SHOW 2021 

 

Hampton Court Palace Flower Show was the 1st of the RHS shows to be held this summer 
due to Covid, with my coach and entry ticket booked I was finally on my way after a year’s 
delay. A much small show than previous years, but still lots to see. 

 

A condition of entry this year was that you had to show a negative ‘lateral flow ‘test before 
entering the show. Most of the exhibits this year were set outside in the large park behind 
the palace. So with our map in hand we headed to the most important thing to look at which 
were the show gardens, theses as always are very popular, so many ideas to bring home. 
Next on to the Rose marquee, this was exceptional and the perfume quite heady, who can't 
resist a purchase to bring home, I'm afraid I couldn't so loaded up I purchased 2 patio roses. 

In the large ‘floral marquee’ there were 
displays of exotic Orchids and many 
other tropical plants, It was a paradise 
for gardeners, whatever your taste in 
plants it was there, again more 
shopping. We also saw some filming 
being done with garden presenters Joe 
Swift and Arit Anderson. My selection 
of photos doesn’t do the show justice, 
colours and perfume all but now a 
distant memory. 

Ruth Oldridge  
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MYSTERY OBJECTS FOR JULY AND SEPTEMBER 

The mystery object for July is a thread waxer, made in two parts so that a small disc of wax 
can be inserted. When cotton thread was spun, it had a rough, hairy surface.   In about 1844 
a chemist called John Mercer devised a process which left the thread smooth.  This process 
also shrunk the thread, tightened the twist and gave it a shine.  

John Mercer is a very interesting person and worth further investigation. 

 

Both hand and machine sewing benefitted from a light coating of wax, making the thread 
easier to pass through the material.  Button thread will become stronger and wear less if 
treated to waxing before attaching a button. 

 

September’s object is used in sewing, but not lace of any description. (However, there is a 
connection with the previous mystery item.)  There is a slit along the centre line with 
markings 1 -10.  The reverse is identical and between the two layers there is piece of 
triangular metal which will move backwards and forwards. 

Liz Pass 

  

Mystery Object for July 

 

Mystery Object for September 
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LACEMAKING EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

1. We have received an email from a lady whose Mum was an avid Lacemaker. Starting in 
the 1970s in Bedfordshire, she later became a member of Aragon Lacemakers. She spent 
her later years in Dorchester. Her daughter has 5 pillows, magazines, books and patterns, if 
anyone would be interested. We do not have any photos, but should anyone want more 
details please let me know and I will contact the lady's daughter. 
2. A lady called Jenny contacted us to say she no longer did Lacemaking and has books, 
patterns, pillows, bobbins and stands if anyone would be interested. Again, please let me 
know and I will get in touch with her. 

Pam Brown 

CHARITY BOBBINS 

The Bobbins for PBLC’s Charity for 2021/2022 ‘Dorset Search and Rescue’ (DORSAR) are 
on display for you to order.  Prices are £5.50 for Wood with £9.00 for Bone.  PBLC will 
donate £1 to DORSAR for each bobbin sold. 

 

PBLC Committee 

FORTHCOMING DEMONSTRATIONS 

At this present time there are no events planned for 2021. 

PBLC Committee 

FORTH COMING EVENT CANCELLED 

The Havant Lacemaker’s and Needlecrafts Fair, Havant Leisure Centre is .CANCELLED.  

PBLC Committee 

NEXT MEETING 

Our next full meeting is on Saturday, 6 November at 2pm. The speaker is Sarah Delves 
who will be talking about Handbags “An Historical Journey" she is an Antiques dealer, 
speaker/lecturer and occasional freelance auction consultant. Before that on Saturday, 2 
October is our first Pillow Party of the year. This will take place in the small hall next to the 
kitchen from 1.30 till 3.30 p.m. and the kitchen will be open, sorry for HOT DRINKS ONLY, 
but by all means please bring your own drink and biscuit if you prefer. If you think you are 
able to attend please sign the list that Jean will have at tonight's meeting so that we can 
have some idea of numbers. 

PBLC Committee  

COPY DATE 

Items for the November edition of the Newsletter should be with Ruth Oldridge by 20th 
October. 

Ruth Oldridge 
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The Editor 

Poole Bobbin Lace Circle 

Annual General Meeting 2021 
 

Friday, 3rd September 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
St George’s Church Hall 

 

Presentation of the 2019 Annual Competition Winners bobbins 
will be at the first meeting after lockdown 

 

AGM Agenda 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
 
 

2. Minutes of the AGM 2020 (sent with Sept 2020 
Newsletter)  

 

 

3. Signing of the Minutes of AGM 2020  
 

 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes of AGM 2020 
 

 

5. PBLC Chairman’s Report 2021 
 

 

6. PBLC Treasurer’s Report 2021 
 

 

7. Appointment of a verifier for the end of year accounts 
 

 

8. PBLC Committee – Nominations urgently required 
 

 

9. Charity for 2022/23:  

a) Birds of Poole Harbour  

b) Blandford Fashion Museum  

c) Dorset Wildlife Trust 

(Charity for 2021/22 is DORSAR)    
 

10. Any other business: 
 

The order may change if the AGM has to be via email for a second year. 
 

 

(All items for ‘Matters arising’ from 2020 AGM, Charity nominations and 
AOB must be sent in writing, postal or email, to the Secretary, Jean 
Organ, by Friday 23rd July 2021). 

 


