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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
A happy New Year to you all, I hope that you have had a restful time over Christmas and
enjoyed time with family and friends. Today's speaker is a representative from our current
charity ' My Time', I know I'm looking forward to hearing about the work they do for the young
carers. We have some exciting news regarding demonstrating later in the year, details of
which appear later in this newsletter! There are only a few places left on our trip to Honiton in
May 2019 so if you would like a seat on the coach please put your name down soon. Finally,
it is your last chance to purchase one of this year's charity bobbins.
Ruth Oldridge and Penny Stevenson
WHAT IS HAPPENING AT TODAY'S MEETING





Our speaker is from our 2018 – 2019 charity My Time
Our supplier is Claire's Lace
Ruth and Linda King will be manning the Sales Table...usual procedures apply
Sue will be running the raffle



Lucie and Linda Burn will have the lists for this year's charity bobbins (the price is £5.50
for the wood and £9.00 for the bone bobbin) and the visit to the Honiton Lace Museum.

MyTIME Charity Bobbin

LACE CLASSES AND TEACHERS LIST
Last year's request from the Lace Guild regarding GDPR and to update their information
flagged up that our own list was woefully out of date, so later this year the committee will be
updating that list. Can I ask anyone who wishes to be included/removed from the current list
to contact me with their details and information about the classes. My contact details are in
the Programme of Events or you can pass on the information at our next meeting.
Penny Stevenson
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DISPLAYS AND DEMONSTRATIONS
What a busy year it's been for demonstrations and displays. The penultimate at the
Blandford Fashion Museum took place in very pleasant surroundings with quite a few people
interested including the Mayor of Blandford.
Thank you to Anne Ewart, Lucie Meersseman and Jean Organ for stepping in at the last
moment to demonstrate.
The final display and demonstration
was at Scaplens Court on December
2. This is a favourite of mine as there
are always lots of children...Scaplens
Court always times their event with
the arrival of Father Christmas to
Poole Quay. Of course with the
children there are always adults;
either parents, grandparents or aunts
and uncles.
We had a lovely display of Christmas
related items and the 'have a go'
pillow was very busy with children
and adults alike some of whom were
men.
PBLC Display at Scaplens
After watching from afar for a while, Brian
decided that he would indeed have a go! He
completed a few rows and seemed to enjoy it. I
even had a long conversation about lace with a
gentleman from France, who told me he used to
watch his grandmother make lace. I think a good
time was had by all including our three
demonstrators Sheila Herridge, Pat Jenkins and
Maureen Walsby. My sincere thanks to you all.
Next year we will have our usual demonstration
venues plus a few new ones. The first being at
Wimborne Library in February. Details of this,
with the opportunity to volunteer will be given at
the January meeting.

Brian at the Have A Go Pillow

Maureen, Sheila and Pat at Scaplens
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I would like to thank each and everyone
of the demonstrators who have given so
freely of their time over the past year.
Also my sincere thanks to everyone who
has willingly loaned pieces of lace.
Without you all I would not be able to
cover all the venues. Anyone who hasn't
demonstrated before please feel free to
ask me about what it entails. I'm sure
you would enjoy any of the places we
visit during the year. I will publish a full
list of demonstration venues and dates
for 2019 when all are finalised.
Linda King

DEMONSTRATING AT DORSET ARTS AND CRAFTS WEEK
As you know one of our busiest demonstrations each year is the week at the Purbeck School
for the Dorset Arts and Crafts Exhibition at the beginning of August. Last year's week was
sadly disappointing for our demonstrators as we were not in a very good position in the hall,
which meant the space available and the lighting were not adequate. With that in mind I
contacted DACA before Christmas hopeful of acquiring a better spot for this year. Their
committee has come back with a very generous offer by making us their second, smaller
guest exhibitor. This means that we will be upstairs (there is a lift) with enough space and
good lighting to do a larger display and for our demonstrators to feel comfortable.
The PBLC committee has decided on a title for the display 'Treasure the Past...Embrace the
Future – PBLC works with British and European Laces'. We plan to use the archives at
PBLC along with some of the work of past members. We know that lots of you have worked
in many different types of lace so hope that you would be willing to loan some of your pieces
as well.
Penny Stevenson
OIDFA CONGRESS 2108 AT ZAANDAM, NETHERLANDS – HATS AND COIFS
Lace Coif in Zaandam Shop Window
One thing of note at the OIDFA
2018 Zaandam Congress was
the variety of headwear on show,
from the small modest pieces to
the large flamboyant coifs.
After settling ourselves into the
hotel, an exploratory walk into
Zaandam revealed a ‘typical
Dutch High Street’ with a waterfall
and a central canal criss-crossed
by pedestrian bridges. Over 40 of
the shop windows featured a
piece of lace varying from fine
Binche to modern contemporary
Lace Coif in Zaandam Shop Window Needlelace with one dress shop
displaying two traditional lace
coifs. Tempted inside, Ann Ewart treated herself to a very nice
blouse, so the PR worked.
On a trip to the island of
Marken, our guide wore
the traditional Marken
outfit complete with a
small ‘pill box’ hat with a
small strip of lace.
Nowadays the island is
connected to the
mainland but in the past
everything would have
arrived by boat and
materials were scarce
and more expensive,
Servant Wearing Traditional Volandam Coif
hence the modest piece
of lace.
The ferry took us back to the Volandam on the mainland and its
Marken Guide Wearing
Traditional Costume
Museum where there were displays of a bridal couple and servant,
and a young girl all in traditional Volandam costume.
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One cabinet featured the evolution of the traditional Volandam coif over the years.

Volandam Coifs from 1830 - 1960
Volandam Child in Traditional Coif

Detail of Coif

The OIDFA Convention was held at
the Black Box in an area used for over a century by the Dutch for production of munitions but
it is now being developed for leisure and residential purposes. The hall, painted entirely in
black, held the suppliers stalls, national stands, competition and displays.

One display featured a number of large modern lace hats while another display presented a
couple of mannequins wearing modern outfits in contemporary textiles with small modern
coifs.
There was also a display of traditional coifs decorated with white lace, black lace, and
metallic embroidery.

Black and White Lace Coif

Coif with Lace and Metallic Embroidery

Zaandam
managed to
capture the
traditional and
Embroidered Coif
contemporary, whether in
its buildings, lace,
costumes or food. There were also
some pleasant cafes serving delicious
cakes.
Jean Organ
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EBB 'N' FLOW – THANK YOU
The generosity of spirit shown by the local lace community was a key feature of ‘Ebb’n’Flow’
and I am writing with much gratitude to thank you all for your kindness in supporting my
venture at Walford Mill during the autumn.
Your co-operation was not something I took for granted – I just hoped you’d like the idea of
having a focal point for something I know you enjoy doing, sharing your skill with others.
Comments in the visitors’ book show that this was much appreciated: ‘what a lovely surprise!
We did not even know there was modern lace, let alone in colourful thread. The lacemakers
told us so many fascinating historical facts, too’.
Nor had I set out to create the ‘rolling ball’ that it became in the way of foreign visitors, but it
did seem a good opportunity to show the world that lace can be made in many different
media. I didn’t want anyone entering my show, where I concentrate on linen, and thinking
that was all there is – some make careers out of creating it in gold and silver, paper and
horsehair, so this was a chance to show that.
But once I’d asked Angharad Rixon in Australia to write my Foreword, and then took the
chance of sounding out Pierre Fouché in Cape Town on whether he’d consider teaching
here, things took off. I’d met Angharad at a Symposium for Young Lacemakers, ‘Doily Free
Zone’, which she’d organised in Pavia, Italy (where she was living and working) in 2013, and
she’s a very special person with whom I’d stayed in touch.
I expect Lily Wills told you about that – Lily was one of several other British lacemakers
who’d liked the sound of what Angharad was offering, and joined me there. Us ‘oldies’ were
the audience to whom seminars by the under-40s were delivered, and who participated in
their workshops (and much fun we had, too) … but it was the older ladies (who came from
Spain, Denmark and the US as well) who most seemed to get a kick out of each other’s
company.
Quite a few of us have met up since, in various combinations, and two – Hanne Behrens
from Denmark, and Lauran Sundin from the US – were in the show. Angharad had tried to
organise another symposium in 2016, but lost her main sponsor, but I’d suffered a severe
pang of regret when I’d seen that Pierre would have presented a seminar on design … which
gave me the idea for my own invitation. After that, everyone else piled in … but where was I
going to put them?
It was while my husband and I were scouring the internet for holiday cottages that Lily and
Clive offered their spare bedrooms, which solved the problem nicely. Lauran and her
husband Steve hired their own cottage, Cheri from Florida found a B&B, but Pierre and his
partner, and Hanne and Angharad, were able to stay with Lily.
One night we all bought ingredients and on the last warm night of the year, some of us sat
out in the garden chatting while the others concocted a fascinating dinner – Italian rabbit in
chocolate sauce, anyone? Pilgrim’s cake (a recipe from Santiago de Compostella, baked by
the scholarship student Marian from Vigo who had been sponsored by Angharad); a salad
garnished with nuts and pomegranate seeds from South Africa?
That was after half-a-dozen of us had squeezed into Lauran’s kitchen to play with her gold
lace skills, taught to Pierre, Hanne (who’d never used bobbins before, since she creates her
silver lace with bare wire), Cheri (a jeweller who uses textile techniques in silver, and had
come to Italy), Marian (a lace artist in her own right) and a couple of others of us, before they
scattered again to the four corners of the earth.
Well over 5,000 people visited the show, from all over the country, some coming for the
weekend. I’d worked hard at publicity, creating 47 pages of printed matter, and reaching
more than 60,000 (my Arts Council grant asks me to quantify my results, so I had to reach
for the phone and ask each individual magazine for their circulation figures).
We’ve also sold more than 70 books, which is great since the previous CEO at Walford Mill,
who’d helped me write my application, reckoned I’d sell very few, so we’d put the estimate at
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a maximum of 50. Another order came in this morning from the USA, and I’ve also sold
them to Spain, Australia, Tasmania, South Africa, Germany and around the UK.
And then there was the lacemaking. I’ve been very lucky there – I had a gun put to my head
in 2017, for I’d offered a piece from ‘Ebb’n’Flow’ to a world survey of contemporary lace in
America, ‘Lace not Lace’, and then the two turned out to be running concurrently … so I
knew I’d need to make something more.
And to capture the spirit that went into Ebb’n’Flow, it had to be something to stretch me, that
I didn’t know how to do, where I’d need to ‘jump and the parachute will appear’. I have to
say it took me months to summon up the courage to get started … and as soon as I did, I
knew what I planned wouldn’t work. So I just had to peg away, making it up as I went along
(you can see ‘Seableed’ on my website, www.contemporarylace.com, in the article I wrote
for ‘Elementum’ magazine).
Luckily, it worked, although right to the last day I didn’t know if I could finish it well. They
liked it enough to use it as publicity, a great relief; now I have to make the next bit, where all
bets are off – twice the size, and twice as complex. But although I can’t start it until I’ve
climbed out from under my Arts Council obligations (the report is complex, and getting the
budget right a nightmare), I think it will be fun to do. With no pressure, no deadline, just
getting it right, or unpicking if it isn’t. I’ve forgotten what that’s like!
Jane Atkinson
TUESDAY GROUP CONTRIBUTE TO ST. GEORGE’S WORLD WAR 1 CENTENNARY
DISPLAY
As in many churches throughout the country,
St George's remembered members of their
parish who fought in the Great War. The
tributes were handmade poppies in a variety of
crafts – knitted, crochet as well as made of
lace.

Remembrance Poppies at St George's Church

The Tuesday group contributed to the collection with a
beautiful display of lace poppies.
Some of the craft poppies decorated candle holders and
the font while others adorned framed personal details of
the parishioners. It was a very moving memorial that the
Tuesday group were pleased to support.
The knitted poppies will be kept and sold next year.
Jenny Lewis
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Remembrance Poppies at St George's Church

EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS
Sat 23 Feb 2019
Sat 6 April 2019

Wessex Lacemakers Annual Lace and Needlecraft Fair. The
Holiday Inn, Dean Gate Avenue, Taunton TA1 2UA. 10am to 3pm
South Oxfordshire Lace Day. Benson Parish Hall, Sunnyside,
Benson OX10 6LZ. 10am to 4pm. £4.50, YLM £2 (includes
tea/coffee/cake)

NEXT MEETING
Our next meeting is the Pillow Party on Saturday 2 February 2019. 1.30pm to 4.30pm at
St. George's Church. As usual there will be refreshments and cakes along with the
opportunity to chat and make lace.
The next full meeting is on Saturday 2 March at 2pm 2019 with Mrs Muddle's Millinery as
the speaker.
EDITORIAL
There are some wonderful reflections of activities undertaken over the autumn. It is great to
read that Jane's Ebb 'n' Flow exhibition was so well received and that all her hard work was
rewarded with such positive outcomes. For PBLC members to have had the opportunity of
demonstrating there was a huge bonus for us too. One of the things that is high on the list of
priorities of the committee is promoting the art of lacemaking, in all its forms, as much as
possible. So again it was lovely to read that the demonstrations at the Blandford Fashion
Museum and Scaplens Court were so well received. Linda King, our demonstration
secretary, does a wonderful job of maintaining the demonstration and display venues that we
have built up over the years and introducing new ones.
Hence it is great to hear that we have a new venue in 2019 – Wimborne Library and the
larger, upstairs area at DACA this year. With the larger, more suitable area at DACA there is
an additional strategy to enable us to 'spread the lace word' so to speak. In 2018 there were
only six entries in the lace category competition. Liz Pass wrote in her newsletter article what
a pity it was that there were so few entries as it is such a wonderful arena to view lace.
Several other members felt the same. Having said that entering the DACA competition isn't
simple, it's not difficult either but it does involve entering, form filling and taking entries over
to Purbeck.
With all that in mind it has been proposed that entries entered into the PBLC Annual
Competition (this year's title is 'A Pair') should be automatically entered into the DACA
competition, should the individual agree. It would work like this. On Friday 3 May when
entries are bought in for the PBLC competition both entry forms can be filled in. There will be
plenty of people on hand to help and PBLC will pay the DACA entry fee. Liz Pass has very
generously offered to take the entries over to Purbeck after the AGM in July. Naturally, if you
do not live in Dorset or you don't wish for your entry to go on to DACA that is fine (there will
be a place on the PBLC entry form to accept or decline the offer). Likewise any member who
wishes to make another entry of something else is of course encouraged to do so.
Similarly, it is proposed that entries into the Lace Day competition could also be entered into
DACA for entrants resident in Dorset, should the individual agree.
The aim of this initiative is three fold...first and second by making it easier and simpler to
enter the DACA competition it will increase the lace entry. The third outcome is that
lacemaking in the local area is seen by as wider audience as possible.
So hopefully you will be able to make good use of Claire's Lace while she is here at the
meeting today to get supplies for your competition pieces.
Thank you to all who have contributed to the Newsletter. Any items for the March newsletter
should reach me by Monday 18 February 2019 by the usual means.
Linda Burn
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