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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 
A Happy New Year to you all.  I hope that you have spent a wonderful time over Christmas with family 
and friends. 
 

Today we have an interesting meeting with Liz Pass telling about NewLife’s work in Dorset and how the 
charity is changing the lives of disabled and terminally ill children in our county.  Beryl Maws has also 
agreed to talk to us about her two winning entries in the John Bull Trophy in 1988 and 1998. 
 

We have one trip already planned for 2018, a visit to Blandford Fashion Museum for a private viewing of  
their fan collection and also some recently acquired pieces of lace.  The date booked is Wednesday 16 
May, see more details and cost later in this Newsletter. 
 

For those who ordered a Coral Anniversary Bobbins, they are available at today’s meeting 
 

Margaret Eaglestone 
 
WHAT IS HAPPENING AT TODAY’S MEETING 
 

 Our speaker is Liz Pass talking about NewLife, our charity for 2017/18 

 Beryl Maws will be telling us about her winning lace for the John Bull Trophy  

 Our supplier is Claire’s Lace 

 Our display is Christmas Lace 

 Linda Burn will have the ordered Coral Anniversary Bobbins for you to collect, the charity bobbins to 
order and pay for and the list to book and pay for your visit to the Blandford Fashion Museum 

 Margaret Eaglestone will have a list for you to nominate your choice of charity for 2019/2020 
 
 
NEWLIFE - CHARITY BOBBINS 2017/18 
 
Again this month we are taking names and money for our 
charity bobbins.  The wood bobbin cost £5.30 and the bone 
cost £8.50.  One pound from each bobbin will be donated to 
our charity so I do hope that you will wish to purchase one.  
After today’s meeting I will send the order to Stuart Johnson and the bobbins should be back to me in 
time for the March meeting. 
 

In addition I am sure that you will be interested to know that up to the end of 2017 we had raised nearly 
£200 for this worthy charity.  I hope that if you have not yet purchased a bobbin you will be inspired to do 
so after hearing about the work of the charity for children in Dorset 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
CHARITY FOR 2018/19 
 
Is there a local charity that you would like PBLC to support in 2019/20?  If so, please complete the sheet 
that I have at today’s meeting with details of your suggestion.  The committee would like three 
suggestions, which will be presented and voted on at this year’s AGM.  It would be appropriate if those 
that put forward a suggestion are willing to make the presentation at the AGM.  Thank you very much. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
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COASTAL REFLECTIONS EXHIBITION AT UPTON HOUSE – OCTOBER 2017 

 
 
The group 'Always Threads' was set up as a challenge to have an exhibition on an 
agreed theme after a couple of years.  Members could use any textile techniques they 
wanted.  Five members of PBLC were among the twelve who contributed to the 

exhibition. 
 

We had booked 'The Gallery Upstairs ' above the tea rooms 
at Upton House so we had a deadline to work to.  The 
displays were delivered to the gallery on the morning of the 
hanging and a few of us spent the day setting it up.  We were 
pleased with the result. Photos were taken and it was then 
ready for people to come and view. 
 

The feedback was marvellous – the comments in the Visitors’ 
Book were positive and encouraging.  Some sales were even 
made.  All too soon the two weeks were over and the work 
taken down.  The room looked so bare with nothing on the 
walls. 
 

As a little reward to ourselves, before the next meeting, we 
had lunch in the pub opposite the hall where we meet.  Two 
new members joined us.  We have chosen a theme for the 
next exhibition and applied to 'The Gallery Upstairs' for a 
date, so time to get our thinking caps on and our bobbins, 
needles or whatever out and busy. 
Eileen Deacon 
 

 
PBLC SPRING 2018 TRIP TO BLANDFORD FASHION MUSEUM 
 
A visit to Blandford Fashion Museum has been arranged for PBLC members to view the museum's 
collection of fans and pieces of lace that have recently been acquired.  The museum is normally closed on 
a Wednesday but is opening especially for our visit so there will be an opportunity for PBLC members to 
view the museum's new display for 2018 as well. 
 

 Venue:   The Blandford Fashion Museum, Lime Tree House, The Plocks, Blandford 
    Forum, Dorset DT11 17AA 
 Date:   Wednesday 16 May 2018 
 Time:   10.00am (meet at the museum at 9.50am) 
 Price:   £7.50 (this includes entry and shortbread with tea or coffee) 
 Transport  Travel by own car (car share advised) 
 Booking:  Names and payment to be collected at the January and March PBLC meetings 
    and the February Pillow Party 
 

For me, PBLC trips are always such an enjoyable day out with good company, so do come and join us.  
Jean Organ 

Under the Sea 
Fantasy Animals  

Donna Lane 

 

Three Sea Views—Lily Wills 

Beach Hut 
Maureen Woodruff 

The Family Pod 
Jayne Frampton 

 

Limpets 
Eileen Deacon 



PBLC DEMONSTRATION AT SCAPLEN'S COURT 
 
 

 
 
 
Santa Claus is coming to town...well he was in Poole on Sunday 3 December, passing Scaplen's Court 
ending on the Quay.  For that reason there were lots of people and even more children about, many 
coming into Scaplen's Court museum. 
 

Margaret – our chairperson along with Jenny Green and Sheila Herridge 
were demonstrating and I was there encouraging visitors on the 'Have a 
Go' pillows. We were well situated for our demonstrating as we shared a 
beautiful, large, old hall with the refreshment table.  The ‘Have a Go’ 
pillows were red hot!  Children and adults alike wanted to try their hand at 
making lace and everyone seemed to enjoy the afternoon. 
 

A huge thank you to Margaret, Jenny and Sheila for demonstrating. 
Thanks, too, to everyone who loaned their pieces of lace for display, 
especially Liz Pass for the beautiful collection of antique lace. 
 

Our next demonstration will be at Branksome Library on Friday 16 
February 2018.  The theme will be 'Marine'.  So if you have any 
bobbin lace or needlelace on that theme, and would be willing to let it be 
exhibited, please bring it along to our January meeting or our February 
Pillow Party on Saturday 3 February. 
Linda King 
 
PS Thank you very much, Linda, for organising the demonstration and 
setting up a lovely display of Christmas Lace.   
 

During the afternoon a gentleman came to talk to me and was very pleased to see that PBLC was still 
going strong.  His name was Chris William and he and his wife Pauline used to sell new and second-hand 
books and regularly attended our Lace Days back in the 1980s and 90s.  He remembered both Dorothy 
Brown and Ann Bray.   Pauline’s mother was Elsie Luxton, a distinguished Honiton lacemaker.  Each year 
when Elsie came to stay with her daughter she would run a Honiton Lace Workshop locally.  I am sure that 
many of you will remember this. 
 

Chris sent his best wishes to all at PBLC. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
DATA PROTECTION 
 
Just a reminder to everyone that even though you have contact details for committee members these are 
for your use only and should not be shared with anyone outside the Circle unless you first obtain 
permission from that committee member to give their details to a third party. 
 

Alternatively there is a generic email address on the website that can be used by non members to contact 
the committee 
 

Thank you for your understanding in this matter. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sheila dressed for the 
occasion  

A Victorian afternoon 



COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
Currently we have a committee of eight members, a full complement being nine.  In July, after the AGM, I 
will be stepping down after six years as a committee member.   
 

So once again I am asking you to consider very seriously whether you would be prepared to join the 
committee, ideally we need another two members, bringing it up to nine.  
 

If there are sufficient on the committee it is not an arduous task.  Talk to current members of the 
committee if you are interested.  If you are approached by a committee member to join us – please take it 
as a compliment!  Thank you  
Your Committee 
 
TRIP TO BATH FASHION MUSEUM 
 
I am planning to go to Bath Fashion Museum to see the exhibition that supersedes the ‘Lace in Fashion’.  
It is entitled ‘Royal Women’.  I will have three spare seats in my car and I plan to go on Monday 12 March 
2018, so if anyone would like to join me, please let me know.  The exhibition starts on 3 February 2018 for 
just over a year.  The main exhibition is still ‘The History of Fashion in 100 Objects’ - I think that there is so 
much to view in this exhibition that one can easily see it more than once.   
 

Just to whet your appetite, I have downloaded this information from the 
website about ‘Royal Women’. 
 

Wives and daughters, sisters and mothers; none of the Royal women 
featured in the exhibition was monarch; yet each played a key role in the 
British monarchy. 
 

Royal Women examines how these roles influenced their choice of dress.  
Exhibition highlights include Alexandra, Princess of Wales’ wedding dress, 
dating from 1863, on loan from the Royal Collection, generously lent by 
Her Majesty The Queen. 
 

Also on display is an ensemble of gold and pale green velvet, worn by 
Queen Mary to the wedding of her granddaughter, Princess Elizabeth.  A 
selection of royal accessories complement the fashions presented in the 
exhibition. 
 

Items of dress belonging to Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother includes a 
dove grey silk satin ball gown from 1954.  Dresses worn by the Queen’s 
sister, Princess Margaret, show her glamorous side and her patronage of 
designers such as Christian Dior and Norman Hartnell. 
 

The stories behind the dresses and a choice of colour, cut or style can tell 
us much about Alexandra, Mary, Elizabeth, and Margaret, and how they 
chose to present themselves as royal women. 
Margaret Eaglestone 
 
ITEM FOR SALE 
 
I have a Roller Pillow for sale.  Although it is a little on the heavy side it would be perfect for an 'at home' 
piece of work.  Free of charge with possibly a £2 donation to our NewLife charity.  Please contact me on 
01202 747903. 
Sheila Herridge 

 

EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS 

 

Sat 24 February    Wessex Lacemakers' Fayre, Holiday Inn, Taunton, just off Junction 25 of the M5 

Sat 14 April           CLS Bridget Cook's Slovenian Bird Workshop, there are still a few places left. 

Sat 12 May            Further details can be found in the November issue of the PBLC newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

Queen Alexandra’s mauve 
silk chiffon dress, 1911. 



EDITORIAL 

I'm always enthusiastic in January to look forward to the new year with the prospect of all that is to come. 
However, before we look to 2018 it is with sadness that we heard of the passing of Rob Stutter of Fireside 
Reflections.  A firm favourite at our Lace Days, Rob had been ill for some time.  We send our condolences 
to his wife Val and their family.  He will be greatly missed. 
 

August 2017 saw the death of Santana Levey.  She was the author of the 1983 book 'Lace: A 
History' (which many members of PBLC will be familiar with) as well as many other textile related 
publications.  She had been Curator of Lace and Textiles at the V & A and had visited PBLC as a speaker 
some years ago. 
 

Looking forward to 2018, hopefully as many members as possible will be able to loan 'Marine' pieces for 
the display at Branksome Library in February.  Many of you will have made pieces for PBLC's Pearl and 
Coral Anniversaries which would fit the bill as will the beautiful work created by ‘Always Threads’ in the 
Coastal Reflections exhibition. 
 

Finally, a reminder that there are five months for you to complete or find your piece of bobbin lace or 
needlelace to enter the 2018 PBLC Competition entitled 'Remembrance'. 
 

Our next gathering is the February Pillow Party on Saturday 3 February, at St George's Church starting at 
1.30 pm.  A perfect opportunity to make lace, chat and have tea/coffee and cake.  Our next meeting is on 
Saturday 3 March at 3 pm.  Dinah Warnock is the speaker and she will be talking about 'The History of 
Black in Fashion' which promises to be fascinating. 
 

Any items for the March newsletter should reach me by Monday 19 February 2018.  
Linda Burn 
 

  


